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Chiſmaticos non fldes diverſa facit : ſed com- yugutt 
munionss dirupta focietas. Schiſmatikes, 
AZ are ſach as retaining with us the true 
faith: do ſeparate themſelyes from us, for or- 
ders,and ceremonies. 

Nullam Schiſma non (ibi aliquam poitea confin« 111c an, 
git bereſim, ut relte ab eccleſia ſeceſſiſſe videatur. 
Schiſmatikes in ſhort time for the moſt part 
do proove herctikes. 

Epittolas plenas mendatiorum & fraudalentie Hierow, 
atque perjurii in orbem dirigunt , ut &f aurespol- 
luant audientium & exiftimationem [amplicizun 
ledant quod impleatur in ets hoc quod ſcriptum eft- 
A audi Hieruſalem est egreſſa pollutio in om- 
nem terram. Non enim es ſufficit iniquitatem pro- 
priam deverare & proximumledere : ſed quos ſe- 
mel oderunt per univerſum orbem infamare co- 
nantur & ubique ſeminare blaſphemias. That is 
in effe& thus. In that they caſt abroad their 
mtamous libels , ſo leudly fraught with 
lies,and (ietghts,to corrupt therby the cares 
of their hearers,and ro hurt the opinion and 
judgement of the ſimpler ſort : that is fulfil- 
ledin them which1s written : From the falſe 
prophets which are in the church,is wicked- 
nes gone foorth into allthe lande. For it is 
not ſufficient for them to hide and deyoure 
their owne iniquities, and by ſuch calumni- 
ations to hurt their neighbors : but thoſe 
whom once they hate, they labor to defame 

A 2 through 


throughall the world, anddo ſow in everic 
place their curſed and {landerous ſpeeches, 


Diſcipulos ſepenumero + Jong ;tdea ſe notiores 
quod Magpiſtros ſuperent audacia, vana oftentatio- 
ne & inani ſuaſione perfettionts. Hi cums aliquid 
addiderunt aut immutarunt, ſuam quoque ſear ſims 
habent ſeftam,cujusipſi cadem permoti glorie cu- 
piditate authores videri volunt ? Nemo enim eff e- 
1u/modi vir , qui von aliquid novicomminiſcends 
eminere ( nominari: & magiſter ſworum,aut doc- 
tor dici & haberi cupiat, The (chollers of (chiſ- 
matikes, through a yaine oltentation , and 
perſwaſion of perteion, are commonly 
more impudent and woorlſe then their ma- 
ſters, Theſe men having added or changed 
any thing , will have by themſelves a {e& of 


their owne,wherof(being as deſirous of glo- 
ry as their maſters)they deſire to be reputed 
the authors. For there 1s none of them who 
by deviſing of ſome new tricke,doth not co- 
yet to be famous,and to be accounted a cap- 
taine and door of his owne crue. 


Deerly beloved, Lelecyd not 


every ſpirit, but trie the ſpirits 
whether they be of God : For 


manie falſe prophets are gone 
outintothe world, 1.Ton. 4.1, 


D£38HESE words which I 
ma have readde unto you 
oa Do lghe Hon. and belo- 

$Y<yy ved intheLord)dodi- 
vide themſelves. into 
© onree parts: a prohibi- 
AY) YE XRD ] tion, Beleeve not everic 

; dd ls Af _ brit . a commaunde- 
ment, But trie the ſpirits whether they be of God : 
and a reaſon of them both, Bicauſe many falſe 
prophets are gone out into the world, Ot thele 
three parts, the laſt in order 1s the firſt in na- 
ture; and the firſt is the laſt : and I meane 
ro proceed accordingly, Fir(t I will ſhew un- 
to you, that many falſe prophets are gone 
out intothe worlde : ſecondlie, thetriall of 
| them 1s to bee coiffidered of ; which two 
points being well nnderſiood, the neceſlitic 
of the prohibition will evidently appeere ; 


which is,that we ougit not to beleeye every - 


ſpirit, 
Many falſe prophets are gone out,G&6. © 
B In 


_— __————_ 
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In this firlt part I obſerve fower things : 
the number of theſe prophets, they are ma- 
) nie : their qualirie, they are falſe:their going 
out, and thecauſes that moove them fo to 
do : and where they remaine, they are gone 
into the world. 

he number ASconcerning the number of theſe pro- 
trhele pr9* phets, the Scriptures do name theſe : Simors 
\ts8. JAagr,Elmas, Batjebu, the Nicholaites, Himi- 
| \1z, mneu,Philetus, eAlexander, Phigellus, Hermoge- 
\poc.2. nes, Diotrephes,Thendas, and In4as of Galilee. 
| [51-2 To whom allo theſe may be added : Ebion, 
| ..Tim.r, Cerinthus, the Carpocratians, Simon of Galilee, 

| 4.lokn. CQMenanaer anddlivers others, 
| AQts.F, With theſe prophets the Church was ſo 
renew. troubled and diſquieted inS. /ohns time,that 
(as it ſeemed) ſome cared for no ſpirit, pro- 
avg'ory doctrine : and ſome were ſo giddy 
eaded, that in a manerevery ſpiric conten- 
ted them, which cauſed the Apoſtleto uſe in 
effect theſe words : to the one ſort, Beleeve 
not eyery ſpirit : andto the other, although 
you are not to beleeve every ſpirit, yet it is 


your dutie to beleeve ſome ſpirit, 


the aſſes of theſe falſe prophets, there grewe 
and (proong up ſo many other ſchiſmatikes 


2,and S.eAuguFtine do teltific, that the very 
name of Chriſt beganto be odious mon 
| tac 


After the Apoſtles times,as it were out of | 


and heretikes: as lrenews,Tertullian, Epiphani-' 
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: | thepeople: and as Socrates reporteth, the Socrarer. 
- | Chriſtians were mocked and jeſted atupon 
3 | publike ſtages, and in their common inter- 
> || ludes. 
C Of the times in like maner wherein we | 
now live, the Apoſtle S. Pawle did propheſie, 1.Tim.4- 
- | that there ſhould be many falſe prophets : 
7 | and we doſee his ſayengs therein to be tul- 
= | filled by the number of ſuch prophets as 
- | now remaine amongltus : eArrians, Dona- 
'« | tits, Papiits, Libertines, Anabaptiits, the Familie 
, } of loye, and ſundric other ( I knowe not of 
> | what opinion) ſo many ſeQaries and ſchi{- 
,matikes, as that in very deed divers do re- 
O | volt daily to Papiitrie, many are become 
T | meerly Atheiſts, and the belt do ſtand in 
»- | ſom ſort at a gaze. 
y | Soas all the complaints which in times 
i- } paſt have been made heerof, may trulie be 
n |} applied to theſe our daies wherein we now 
'E þ live; Vos Chriſtian: arſſiderts inter vos & tot ſettas  c. _ 
n habetis : que licet ones Chriſtianiſmi titulum v4 jj1.9. 
IS | [bi vendicent, tamen alia alia execrarur of con- 
| demnat. Quare veitra religio vera non et, nee 4 
of | dep originen? aacit. Y ce Proteſtants ſay the Pa- 
'c | pits (as Clemens eAlcxandrinus noteth ſome 
es || others to have ſaid upon the like occaſion) 
= | yee diſſent amongſt your ſelves and main- 
taine ſo many ſe&s ; which ſe&s notwith- 
ſtanding they al claime the title of Chriſtian 
B 2 religion, 
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The qual!i- 
ties of thoſe 
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religion, yet one of them curſeth and con- | 


demneth another : and therefore your re- 


ligion is not true,nor hath hir beginning or | 


ground from God. 
And Chry 


gentilts (5 aicit, vellem fieri Chriftianus : Sedne- | 
ſcio cul adheream. Mult inter vos ſunt pugne, ſe - 
aitiones + tumultns, Neſcio quod dogma eligam, 
quodpreferam. The Infidel and Heathen com- | 
meth/and ſaith,I would be a Chriſtian man, | 
but I know not whom I ſhould follow:there | 
1s much ſtrife, diſſention & trouble amoneſt } 
yon : I can nottell what docrine to choole | 


to {ct before other : Nam /inguli dicunt, ego 


vernm dico : foreverie one faith, I ſpeake the | 


truth. 


The beſt amongſt us in like manerl feare| 
are come to the ſame paile that they were at| 
in Melanfthons time, who complained as heÞ 
writeth in this ſort; Qmos fugiamu habemus,| 
quos fequamnr non intelligimus : We underſtand ; 


whom to avoid (meaning the Papilſts)but as 


yet whom to follow we know not. God for} 


his mercies ſake remoove this great ſtum- 
bling block from amongſt us:even as he ſhal 
ſee it to be molt expedient for his church, 
Now of the qualitie of thoſe prophets; 
they are falſe : falſe in dorine, and falſe ir 
converſation, In reſpe& of their dorine 
they are called in the Scriptures Spirits ot 
error 


ſoftome of the Atheiſt; Yenit | 
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| error, ſeducers, deccivers, juglers, authors 2.lohn, 
of diycrs ſecs, falſe ſpeakers, and the chil- ©2)2- 


” | dren of the divcil, who is the father of all nn $4 
- | fallhoode. x. Tim.4. 
_ | Inreſpecot their converſation they are 1.1ohn.z. 
' | ſaide to be humble and lowlie in outward Col-2. 
"" | ſhew, but yer of nature yerie contentious 1.T1m.6. 
'” | and unquict, doting about queſtions and 

"> | ſtrife of words:wherot commeth envy, ſtrife, 

"” | railings, and evillſurmiſings. Their mouths 


| doſpeake proud thingsand ſwelling words 1c: 

a | of yanitie : likewiſe dangerous things. They 
> | are boldeand ſtandin their owne conceit: 2,Per.z, 
| they deſpiſe government arld feare not to 
| ſpeakeevill of them that are in dignitie and 
authoritie ; whereas the angels which are 
| greater both in power and might give not 
railing judgement againſt them before the 
| Lord, They areLibellers,and do ſpeakeeyi]l 
| of thoſe things which they know not. They 
are bolder in avouching their untruths, and 
| 1ndepraving their ſuperiors, than Michael |, 
| the Archangell durit be when hee ſtrove a- 
gainſtthe divell, | 

In both theſe reſpeRs they are reſembled 
in the Scriptures, and in the ancient fathers 
unto diverſe things; as unto painted wals 14ce.2;. 
and {epulchers, bicauſe they are hypocrites : Luk.rt. 
- | totrees which have nothing but leaves, bi- 
i caule they are fruiteleſſe ; to the mermaides j,# mas i 


B 3 bicaule 


ror 


| Diony/fig, 


— _—_— —__ _ ——_— — =_ 


A Sermon preached 


bicauſe they hide their errours under their | 


counterfeit and faire ſpeeches: to He/cna,of 


Greece, tor that they moove as great con- 
tention 1n the church as ſhe did troubles be- | 
twixtthe Grecians and the Troians : to the | 
diſcales called the leprofie and the cankar, | 
in that their corruption taketh deepe roote | 
and ſpreadeth ſo farre : ro a ſerpent that is | 
lapped up togither, bicauſc they have many | 
windings and contradictions : to the fiſh | 
nametda Cuttle , for that they infe& men | 


with their blacke and ſflanderous calumnia- 


tions : to ſnakes' or adders, the poiſon of | 
aſpes being under their lips: to the viper, bi- | 


cauſe they regarde not to wound & deſtroie 


their mother the church:to tigers and lions, | 
for that they are veriecruell and fierce : and 
to diverſc other ſuch thinges as ought ro 
makethem odious to all that love the truth, | 

Of theſe falſe prophets ſome 1ndevour to | 


ſeduce the zodlie underpretence of dreams 


and revelations:eſpecially the popiſh prieſts| 


and prophets :'For prooving of their real! 
preſence & purgatorie, as itappeereth moſt 
manifeſtle in diverſe of their bookes : but 
eſpecially touching purgatorie in Diony/114 


"the Carthuſian De quatwor noviſſimts. 


Vnto theſe I might adde the holie maide 
of Liſbone , who did propheſie thislaſt yeere 
(if the report betrue) that the invincible na- 

Vie 
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ir | vie of the Spaniardes ſhould no ſooner ap- 
of } proch the coaſt of England , but that pre- 
i. | ſentlie all Engliſh mens harts (houlde faile 
e. | them, and the Spaniards obtain the viGory. 
\e | Ipraie God that al propheſies and attempts 
r, | againſt England have never better ſucceſle 
re | then theſe of late have had. 

is Thereiare other falſe prophets in like ma» 
ny | nerſo termed, bicauſe they do applie the ſai- 
< | engs of the true prophets untoa falſe ende 
-n | and purpole : as thoſe in the Apoſtles times 
2- | whotooke upon them to ſer down peremp- 
of | torilie the certaine time of the day of judge- 
i= | ment.Such there are alſoin theſe daies:eſpe- 


Jie | cially Brocard the Italian, who expoundeth nanew in 
1s, | the propheſies of Efaie, Ezechielland the reſt proego.in 14818 
ad | touching the overthrow of Ieruſalem,Egipt, 7/543. 


Tyre, Sidon, and Babylon with their kings 

| &rulers to be underſtood of the deſtruftion 

| of Anwarpe, Paris,the prince of Oravge, the 

| prince of Conde, and others both noblemen, 
and famous cities in theſe laſt dates. 

| Of thisnumberI may veric well account 


was within theſe two months brentat Nor- 
wich. All the places in the prophets which 
did deſcribe the ſpiritual kingdom of Chriſt, 
he applied to the materiall reſtauration of 
the carthly Ieruſalem: affirming that as ma» 
nie as woulde be ſayed _ goand dwell 
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the late obſtinate heretike Francs Ket, who Ker, 


_ there 
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therein theland of Chanaan. 

Another of this ſort{whoſe bookeT have, 
written with his owne hand) endeyoreth to 
proove' out of the prophets, thatE 1.1: a- 
B®.T HNow Queene of England isordained 
of God to be Queeneof leruſalem : even as 
the Anabaptiſts tong fince dreamed of ohn 


Bocalars of Leiden,whom as Ballngernotcth, 


the crowned king of Ieruſalem, 


Laſtlie rlity are to be reckoned amongſt 


the number of theſe falſe prophets who do 
peryert the meaning of the Scriptures for 
the maintenance and'defence_of any falſe 


dodrin,fchiſm,or hereſie. Heerof you know | 


I might give you many examples: Ipray you 


| beare with me ifI ſer downe one as ſtrange 
in my opinion, as any is to be foundeina | 


matter of no greatet importance. 


© The name of falſe prophet I am content 
in diverſe reſpeRs to ſuppreſle : the matter 
it felfe which Imeane, ſtandeth in thisſorr. | 


There are very many now a daies,who do af- 
firmthat when Chriſt uſed theſe words, Dic 
ercleſie, he ment thereby to cſtabliſhin the 


church for ever the ſame plat and forme of. 
eccleſiaſtical government, to be ereaedin'e>' 


yery pariſh, which ofes by 7erhroes:conntel 
appointed in mount Sinaie:and whichafter- 


ward'the Tewes did imitatein their particu-| * 
larſynagogs, © p 5 


_ They 
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gogs their prieſts, we muſt have in every pa- x pda 
riſh our paſtors : they their Levites, we our 
doors: they their rulers of theirſynagogs, 
we our elders : they rheir leviricall treaſu- 
\ | rers,we our deacons, 
LY This forme of governement they call the 
| tabernacle which God hath appointed, the 
{ glory of God, andotf his fonneTeſus Chriſt, 
| thepreſence of God,theplace which he hath 
> | choſen toput his name there, the court of 
- | theLord, anche ſhining foorth of Gods 
> | glorie. Where this eccleſiaſticall ſynode is 
* | noterected, they ſay Gods ordinance is not 
| | cobuyhiper : the office of Chriſt as he is a 
- ing is not acknowledged : in effe& that 
: | without this goyernement we can never at- 
| rainetoarighrt and true feeling of Chriſtian 
tþ Religion, butareto be reckoned amongſt 
r | thoſewhoare accounted to ſay of Chriſt as 
. | it isin} Lube; Wee will not have this man to 
- | raigne over ns. | 
| _ Andtheir concluſion upon this point a+ Pemonſlr 
e | gainſtall thatdo withſtand their governe- © OE 
fj1 menrtisthis; according as itlikewiſc follow- 
-1 cth inthe ſame place : Thoſemine- enimies 
14 which would not that I ſhould raigne over ,,,., 
- | them;bring hither and ſlay them before me. 
-- Heere you ſee there is great yvehemenciec 
_ bif&d,andyeryſharpe applications are urged, 
Wark A 
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A man would thinke that if the grounde of 
this government were not more cleere then 
the ſunne, and ſo determined of by all the 
godlie and learned in the worlde ever (lince 
Chriſts time,they could never be halfc ſo re- 


ſolute or earneſt, 
But heerein they paſle indeede the mea- 


ſure of a modeſt mans conceite. For there 


was neyer ancient father {incethe Apoſiles 
times, were he never ſolearned or {tudious 
of the truth : there was never particular 
Church, councell or ſynode, or any man of 
judgement that ever lived till theſe latter 
times (as Ithinke, and I have taken paines 
for the ſearch thereof ) that did ever ſo ex- 
pound and interpret that place: or that ever 
did ſo much as once dreame of anic ſuch 
meaning. 

Beſides, itis moſt manifeſt that there hath 
been a diverſe governement from this uſed 
inthe church ever ſince the apoſtles times : 
and theſe men themſelves confeſſe thatlong 
before the councell of Nice this their go- 
vernment began greatly to decay: and that 
ſince the ſaid councell it was never heard of 
in chriſtendome untill rheſe their times, 

A verie ſtrange matterif it were true , that 
Chriſt ſhould ereRa forme of governement 
for the ruling of his Church to continue 


from his departure out of the world one 
is 


ALS . 
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his comming againe : and that the ſame 
ſhould never be once thought of or put in 
praQiſe for the ſpace of 1 500,yeers,0r at the 
leaſt(totake them atthe beſt) that the go- 
yernement and kingdome of Chriſt ſhoulde 
then bee overthrowne , when by all mens 
confeſſions the divinirie of his perſon , the 
vertue of his prieſthood, the power of his of- 
fice as he 1s a prophet, and the honor of his 
kinglie authoritie, was ſo godlie, ſo learned- | 
lie, and ſo mightilic eſtabliſhed againſt the l 
Arrians, in the councell of Nice,as that the cc, wi 
confeſliap of the Chriſtian faith then ſet | 
foorth, hath ever ſince without contradici- | 
on been received in the church. 

So as for mine owne part I cannot chooſe 
but account theſe Interpreters ro bee in 
truth perverters of Chriſts meaning: and do 
holde them among the number of thoſe of Cal & 
whom Tertullian (peaking ſaith : Cedem ſcrip- om p 
trarum faciunt ad materiam ſwam: They mur- ve(hea 
der the Scriptures to ſerve their owne pur- 
poſe. And thus of their qualities, 

Manie falſe prophets are gone out, Are gone _ pro. if 
out, that is, are manifeſt. Before they lay hid ou. © || 
inthe Church , but nowe by their (chiſmes 
they have made themſelves knowen. They 
departed from the congregations of the 
faithfull accounting them ungodlie : and 
have gathered to themſelyes companies a+ 


grecable 
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greeable to their owne humors : which they 
onely eſteeme for the Churches of God. 

Thus all heretikes and {chiſmatikes have 
done from the beginning, wherein they are 
greatly to be woondred at. For this hath e- 
ver been reckoned a molt certaine ground 
and principle in religion, that that Church 
which maintaineth without error the faith 
of Chriſt, which holdeth the true do&rine 
of the Goſpell in matters neceſſarie to ſal- 
vation, and preacheth the ſame; which re- 
taineth the lawtull uſe of thoſe Sacraments 
onely which Chriſt hath appointed, and 
which appointeth vice to be puniſhed, and 
vertue to be mainraned ; notwithſtanding 
inſomeother reſpe&s, and in ſome points 
| it have many blemiſhes, imperfe&tans, nay 
divers & ſundry errors, 1s yet to be acknow- 
ledged for the mother of rhe faithfull, the 
houſe of God, the Arke of Noe, the piller of 
truth,and the ſpouſe of Chriſt, From which 
Church whoſoever doth ſeparate himſeltfe, 
he is to be reckoned a {chiſmatike oran he- 
retike. | , 

I might bring very many teſtimonies out 
of the ancient fathers to proovye this princi- 
ple : eſpecially outof S. Avgnitine againſt 
the Donartiſts; but I hold it needleſſe. And 
yetfor the better ſatisfaction of thoſe which 
areof the new humor , I will trouble you 

with 
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I 3| 
with the judgement heerin of a man of the | 
newe reformation. Danes handleth this Danes 
point at large, and-is flat of this opinion, /«g.pr-3] 
that whoſoever departeth from the Church #%! <p: 
for any imperfections or errours, which do 
notimpugne nor overthrow the ſubltance 
and articles of the Chriſtian faith, he is a 
ſchiſmatike : Quiadiſceart ab eo catu qui fun- 
damentum vere fidei vere retinet : Bicauſe he 
departeth from that company, which truly 
retaineth the foundation of the true faith, 

And out of this church ſaith he: Nulla eſt ſa- 

Iu: there 1s no ſalvation. ( 
Touching the cauſes.why falſe prophets The cauſe 

with ſo great danger of their ſoules do de- —— 

part from the Church: if we reſpe& them as goour. 

they are indeed, I can ſay nothing, but as it 

is contained in the old diſtintion; They 

were in the church, but they were not of the 

Church, Oras $./obaſaith; They went out 2.lob.2. 

from us, bicaulc they were not of us: for if 

they had been of us, they ſhould have conti- 8 


S _— —_ mma . 


= i = ac, <A a4 IT MS. 


mf ww 


— ww 


=o 


nued with us. In the Lords barne there is 
contained both wheate and chatfe. Triticum Mare. z. 
| n0n rapit ventus,nec arborem ſolida radice funda- 

4 tam : ſed inanes duntaxat paleas jattat tempeFtas : 

(+ : py | : 

3 The winde (ſaith Saint Cyprian ) carrieth not Cyprian, 
h away the wheate, nor overthroweth the tree 

* that is deepely rooted , but the light chafte 

h onely is toſſed and carried away with the 
tempeſt : 
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tempeſt: howbeir althoughin truth they de- 
partfrom the Church, bicauſe they were not 
of the Church,yet there are cerraine reaſons 
whereby they are mooved fo to do. 

Martin athrmeth that there are ſo manie 
ſchiſmes in the Church of England at this 
day, bicauſe that Biſhops will not ſuffer men 
to do as they liſt ( for I can make no better 
{ence of his diſcourſe touching that matter) 
but for mine owne partTI am not of his op1- 
nion. ForlI find inthe ancient fathers-ſun- 
drie other cauſes far diftering being truly 
applicd,from thoſe which art alledgeth. 
Ot which cauſes1t that which I have to ſay 
do haply diſpleaſe any, let them not be of- 
tended with me, but rather blame them- 
{elves and their owne demeanour, in that a 
man can ſcarcelie ſpeake any thing out of 
the ſaide godlie fathers as touching the be- 
haviorot the ancient heretikes and ſchiſma- 
tikes, but he ſhall ſeeme to point at and de- 
{cribe the factions in theſe dates. 

There are many cauſes {ct downe by the 
ſaid ancient fathers why ſo many falſe pro- 
phetsdo go out into the world, but I will 
onely touch fower, whereof I finde the con- 
tempt of Biſhops eſpecially to be one. For 
unto them as S. /erome ſaith ever ſince Saint 


pit. ad. E- Marks time the care of church government 


hath been commitred. They had authoritie 
over 
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over the reſt of the Miniſterie, Yr ſchiſmatum Idem.n1., 

ſemina tollerentur : That the ſeed of ſchiſmes 7. 

might be taken away. And againe, Ne wnuſ- ,,, .1 x 
guifque ad ſe trahens Chriftt eccleſiam rumperet : yagy, 

| Leaſt everie one drawing to himſelfe by a 

ſeverall way ſhould rent in peeces the church 

; | of Chriſt. Forif Biſhops had not that autho- 

- | titie, To; in Eccleſizs efficerentur ſeniſmata quot Tdem cons. 

) | Sacerdotes: There would beas many (chiſmes Lucif. 

. | inthechurch asthere are prieſts. { 

Which thing being obſerved before [e- Ad Rogari? 

romes time by S. Cyprian : Initiahereticorum of annum. | 

ortus at que conetus ſchiſmaticorum male cogitan- 

tium, hac ſunt, cc. Vi prepoſitum ſuperbo tumo- 


> | re contemnant, Sic de eccleſia receditur : ſic al- 
tare prophanum forts collocatur : ſic contra pacem 
a if G hrifti,c+ ordinationen atque unitaten deirebel- 


f | Uatar. The beginning of heretikes (ſaith he) 
- | andthe firſt ſpringing up and enterpriſe of 
- þ ſchiſmatikes thinking amiſſe, &c, groweth 
- þ ofthis, that being puffed up with pride they 
| contemne their governors, By this meanes 
e | menſtrayfrom the church.Thus a prophane 
| altaris placed without the doores: and thus 
| they rebell againſt the peace of Chriſt, and 
the ordinance and unitie of God. Andina- 
nother place : Yade ſchiſmata & hereſes orte Ad Pupia- 
| ſunt niſi dum Epiſcopus qui uns eſt, eccleſie pre- 1. 
eſt ſuperba quorundam pre (umptione contemnitur : 
| & homo dignatione Dei honoratus ab indionts b9- 
m1i510Md 
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minibus judicatur. Whence do hereſies and 
{chimes ſpring but of this, that Biſhops ha- 
ving the goyernmet of the churches in their 
ſeverall Dioceſes ( as M. Nowell ſheweth at 


large againſt Dorman)are through the proud 


preſumptionof certain contemned,and be- 
ing men by Gods approbation allowed and 
honored,are of unworthy men judged. Thus 
you ſee what the ancient and godlic fathers 
have thoughtin times palt of the contempt 
of Biſhops, let it prevaile now with you as it 
{hall pleaſe God to worke in your harts, 

Theſecond cauſe why ſo many talſe pro- 
phets are gone into the world, I tinde to be 
ambition;or as Augsſtine ſaith, deſire of glo- 
ry : or as Gregorie (peaketh, deſire of princt- 
palitic , not by ſuch asare alreadie advanced 
roany honour or authoritie, þutrather by 
thoſe who accounting themſelves nothing 
inferior to any of their ſuperiours, do afte&t 
with greedines the like places and prefer- 
ments: the which if they miſle one way, they 
labor to attaine them by another. 

This will appeere verie evidently unto 


thoſe who ſhall conſider the hiſtories of Ar- | 
rius coveting the Bithoprick of Alexandria: | 


of Donatws laboring to have been Biſhop of 
Carthage: of Novatws deſiring a Bilhopricke 
in Italic: and of ferixs contending with one 


Enftathirs for a Biſhopricke in Pontus. Theſe 
men 
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| withlikecommendation, at the laſt did ſue 
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| upon heentred into aſchiſme, he departed 
: | from the church, and having allured unto 
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men affecing theſe honorable roomes, by 
receiving their ſeyerall ftoyles, when through 
ambition they could not get the places they 
looked for in the church, they ſought to at» 
taine them in their particular ſynagogs. But 
the hiſtorie of Aeriws is moſt of all pertinent Lib.s.Tow 
to this purpoſe. Epiphanixs doth reporte it , 2 
thus in = pp* F F IETY | 
eAcrins and Euftathius being ſchollers to- Thehiltorielf 
either in Pontus, and profiting in learning | 


| 
of Acrins, 


one againſt another for a Bilhopricke there. 
Enftathins obtained it : eHerius 1s greatly of- 
fended. The Biſhop ſeeking carefully how to 
content him , made him the Maſter of an 
Hoſpitall. But heerwithall Aerius was not 
ſatisfied, The repulſe he had taken greatly 
tormenting him, upon a {tomacke he gave 
over his Hoſpitall, and began to deviſe how 
to ſlander E£wathins : afirming himto be a 
proud man, and not the man he had beene 
taken for : that now heabounded too much 
in wealth, and was declined Ad pecuniarun 
colleftionem, to hoording of monie, There- 


him a multitude of men and women, he fell 
Into many abſurdities. That he might like- 
wile, the rather ( as he thought) pinch and 
vexc Euitathine, as alſo forthe tt 9” 
C 0 
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of his owne credit : he afhrmed himſelfe(be- 
ing bur a prieſt ) to be equall in honour and 
dignitic with £fathius a Bithop, and that 
there was nodifference by the word of God 
betwixt a prieſt and a B. He uſed for proofe 
of theſe his aſſertions the very ſame argu- 
ments which nowe are uſed of thoſe that 
maintaine his opinions: as that the apoſtles 
ſomerimes writing to prieſts and deacons, 
& {omtimes to Bb.and deacons,thould ther- 
by ſignihe, that aB, and a pricſt isall one. 
Which is an aſſertion (ſaith Epiphanins ) Stul- 
ritie plena : full of follie. And thus you ſee 
what ambition accompanied with emulati- 
on wrought in Aeris, 

The courſe of which hiſtorie I have the ra- 
ther atlarge noted unto you, bicauſe AMar- 
7 would gladly have been as {ubtill to have 
deceived you, as heis malicious in depra- 
ving his ſuperiours. Who taking upon him 
with Aerizs to proovean equality in the mi- 
niſterie, and that there ought to be no diffe- 
rence b=twixta 5, anda prieſt, commeth at 
laſttotheſe wordes : There was never anie but 
Antichriſtian popes and popelings that ever clai- 
med this authoritie (he meaneth the ſuperiori- 
tic which Bb, have over the clergie) eſpecially 
when the matter was gainſaid,0c . 

Why doth mans allowance or diſallow- 
ance make a matter Antichriſtian- or not 

Anti- 
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Antichriſtian ? Were they godly Bb. which: 
claimed this authoritie when it was not 
gainſaid,and are they become Antichriſtian- 
Bb.for challenging the ſame, bicauſe ſom do 
miſlike it ? But that you may yerfartherſee 
Martins boldnes (I might ſay either his ma- 
lice or ignorance) it may pleaſe yon to un- 
derſtande, what account was made in the 
church of God in thoſe daies of Aeris gain- 
ſaying and impugning ofthe ſuperioritic of 
Biſhops, For if then his opinion prevailed, 
the favorers of the' ſame cauſe now have 
ſome what to boaſt of : but indeed ir fell out 
far otherwiſe. For it appeereth in Epiphanive, 
after due triall and examination made by 
the learned fathers who then lived,of all his 
arguments and fleights which he uſed for: 
the proofe of his aſſertions, that witha ge- 
nerall conſent of the whole church his opt» 
nions were overthrowen, and he himſclfe 

erſiſting in them was condemned foran 

eretike. Saint eAuguitine likewiſe beareth 
wirnes heerof, who in his booke of Herefies 
aſcribeth this to Aerins for one, in that he 


faid ; Presbiterum ab epiſcopo nulla differentia de- Cap.53s 


bere diſcerni:That there ought to be no diffe- 
rence betwixt a prieſt and a Biſhop. 
Beſides for all Aerixe gainſaying,the moſt 


of the godly, the beſt learned, and the moſt 
zcalousof the fathers,who ſpent themſelves 
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inthe defence of religion againſt ſuch here- 


tikes and ſchiſmarikes as the church of God 
did then abound and flow withal,did them- 
ſelvestake upon them the offices of Biſhops: 
and till this day there was neyer any but he- 
retikes, and ſuch lewd perſons, who did ac- 
countthem antichriſtian. 

- There were, as it ſeemeth, in Chryſotomes 
time ſuch like men in behaviour towards Bi- 


ſhops,:as we ſee manie to be among(t our | 


ſelves atthis time : who being called before 
them as occaſ1o required, did behave them- 
ſelves in verie proude and diſdaintull maner, 


1n-{o.much as thereby they were diſcerned | 


to bevery arrogant and contemptuous he- 
retikes ; Quiliber bereticus &cloguens cumpon- 
rifice, nec eum vocat pontificem nec Archieptſco- 
pum, nec religioſyſunum , nec ſanttum : ſed quid? 
reverentiatua,ſapientia tua,prudentia tua, 5 no- 
ring ili adaycit communia ejus negans authorita- 
tem:Diabolus bot fecit cum Deo,efc. Everie he- 
ritike ſaith he, ſpeaking with a Biſhop doth 
neither call him Biſhopnor Archbiſhop, &c. 
Bur what ? your: reyerence, your wiſedome, 
your prudencie,and he giveth him common 
names; thereby-denieng his authoritie. The 
divell ſo dealt with God himſelfe. And this 
of the ſecond cauſe, eob' 1s 
"The thitd cauſe why many falſe prophets 


teth 


go Out into the a Saint eAzgnitine no-| * 


they accounted their owne writin 
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teth to be ſelfe-love. Selfe-love faith he,did De civit. D 
build the city of the divel.For heerin istheir #74-<4-25 
cheefe vaunt and glorie ( as Bernardſaith) 
Captare laudem de ſimgularitate ſcientie: to hunt Serm.in 
after comendation by lingularitie of knows P45 « 
ledge. 112790 
And ſurely it is ereatly to be maryailed 
at, into what doting follie men may fal,who 
ſhall give overxhemſelves tofollow this hu- 
mor. rene writeth, that ſome were ſo be- Adverſ.he 
ſotred with an opinion of themſelyes , that ,44,;, 
*to be cap.I, 
Goſpels : as we ſeenowe by the'tamilieof 
love, that have ſet out' their Evdiigelimnn rd 
1, Others reckoned their ownewi{doine 
greater then the'Apoſtles. There 'were who 
rermed themſelves »»9#, accounting them- 
ſelves thereby ignorant of nothing. The Ma- 
nichees derived their name of CManna, bi- , PT || 
cauſe they held that wharſoever they'taught = .K 
was to be received at their handes/as foode 
from heaven. Montana ſaide, he was'the Term." 
comforter which Chriſt promiſed ſhoulde 
leade the church into all truth. Novatas cal- 18 
led himſelfe 2Zoſes;and having a brother; -he © __ mw lt 
named-him Aaron. Simon Magus affirmed : 
ſometimes thathe was-God the farher,ſom- 
time God the ſore, ſomtime God the holy 
Ghoſt,and ſomtime the power of God. 


1 "And hence it is, that the ancient fathers 
C 3 have 
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havereckoned this dotage to be the verie || p 
beginning and foſterer of heretikes : Initia | # 
07. 
T7 


hereticornm,cc.The beginning of hereſies is 
(faith Cyprian) V+ ſibi placeant: When men be- 
gin to pleaſe themſelves, For then(as lerome 
noteth) whatſoever they conceive; Vertwunt 
in Idolum ; The make itan Idoll.And againe; 
eAvaru colit CMammona, & bereticus dogma 
od finxit : The covetous man worſhippeth 
is monie, and the heretike his owne opt- 
nion. pt 
They may rightlie therefore be compa- 
red unto Pigmaleor, who fell in love with an 
kvage of his owne making: or to Narciſſus 
that doted ſogreatly in beholding himſelfe, 
Theſemen 1t once-they afhirme any-thing, 
they wil rather hazard their lives than by re- 
yoking the ſame impaire their reputation, 
Alledge againſt them the generall conſent 
of all the ancient fathers, and they eſteeme 
itnota ruſh, He is but of a meane conceite 
among them who will ſticke to ſay (as Ber- 
nard noteth of Petrus Abailardus and his fol- 
lowers) Omnes Patres ſic,at egonon ſic :Indeed 
all the fathers are of this opinion, but I am 
of another judgement, Of whom(ſaith Bere 
nard) an non juitins os loguens talia fuitibus tun- 
deretur qua rationibus refelleretur ? Were it not 
more agreeable to juſtice that the mouth of 
ſuch a man ſhould by puniſhments be ſtop- 


ped 
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e || pedthen by reaſons refelled ? Nowne onminm 
4 || in ſe meritoprovecat manus , Cu)us mans contra 
emnes ? Doth not he woorthilie provoke all 
men to bee againſt him, whois himſelte a- 
gainſt all men ? Howe this ſelfe-love hath 
blinded many in theſe daies,there is none of 
you my brethren who are ignoraunt of it. 
Godof his infinite mercy deliver us allfrom 
ſo dangerous an enimy. 

The fourth cauſe why manie falſe pro- 
phets are gone outinto the world, is faid ro Coverouſacy 
z- | becovetouſnes: whereof the apoſtle ſpeak- ... 
n | eth when he ſaith of ſome, that rhey reach ** 
| things which they onght not for filthy lu- 
e | kers {ake. Heerunto likewiſe the divell had 
reſpe& when he ſaide unto Chriſt, Alltheſe 24+ F 
e- | willI gtve thee, Itis written! of Paulus; Samo- _—_— | 

ſatenus that being allured with great; hope 4 _—_ ry | 

of preferment , which hee expected: of Ze- "i 
nobia the: Queene of Arabia, he fell into 
thoſe ſchiſmes, which after wrought his 0- 
yerthrow. 3 
ButI would to God this matter were not 
evident by experience amongſt our felyes. 
For I am fully of this opinion, that the ho 
which. manie men haye. conceived -v6 the 
ſpoile of Biſhops livings, of the ſubverfion 
of cathedrall churches, and of ahavacketo 
be made of al the churches revenues ; is the 
cheefeſt and moſt principall cauſe of rhe 
Jo719 C 4 greateſt 
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greateſt ſchiſmes thatwe have at this day in 


our church. 

I would beloth to ſay thus much if I had 
| not veric apparant reaſon ro lead me there- 
Ifbe Clergie unto. For the better explanation whereof I 
*0us. havethoughtit good todevide the faftious 
t of our age into two ſorts: the clergie facti- 
Diſcip. Eccl, 0U8;'and the late faRious. Theclergie fac- 
_ al tious do contend, that all the livings which 
[The judgero NOW appertain tothe church, ought of right 
e694, > ro beimploied for the maintenance of their 

| ®) C 


| presbyteries, & that rather then they ſhould 


" 
? 


; 


religious houſes ſhould be reſtored againe 
| unto their aſe :-and in this courſe they are ſo 
| earneſt, as that ina ſupplication exhibited 
| 1n the riame of the communalrie to the high 
Coutt'o6f Parleament 1585. they haveſet it 
downasa reſolute dorin, that things once 
dedicated toa ſacred uſe,ought ſo to remain 
| bythewordof Godforever, and oughtnot 
to be converted to any private uſe. 


— 
et em —_ _ _ 


+ 90. Afarcontrarie opinion. For ſaie they (as it 
appeereth in the'late admonition' to the 
people of England, asI conceive by the cir- 
| camſtaces therenoted) our preachers ought 
to'conforme themſelves to the example of 
-Chriſtand his Apoſtles. Their Maſter had not 
[ a houſe to- put his'head in. The PR 
| TnEIl 


want, the old ſpoile'of the abbies and ſuch { 


| Thelayfac- - Thelaie fatious on the other ſide are of 
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n' | theirpredecefſors had neither gold nor fil- 
yer,poſſcfſions, riches, goods,nor revenues : 
d | and why then ſhould they beingin gifts and 
e- | painesinferior untothem, have greater pre- 
1 | 'ferments inthe world then they had? If they 
1s | haveameſle of potrage and a canvas dub- 
i- | let, may it not contentthem ? Surclic theſe 
c- | advancements which they have do greatlic [i 
h | hinderand hurt them, [ 
it Even as though oneſhould ſaieunto you, The yna- Þ 
ir | my brethrenof the poorer ſort : theſe gen- Þpritts. | 
d | tlemen and wealthier fort of the laitie do 
ch | greatly abuſe you : the children of God(you 
ie | know) arc heires of the world, and theſe 
ſo | things which the wicked have they enjoy by 
d | uſurpation. The earth 1s the Lords and the 
h | fulnes thereof. You have an equall portion 
it  withthe beſtin the kindome of God : and 
ce | will you ſuffer this unequall diſtribution of 
in | theſe worldlie:benefits ? Conſider how in 
ot | the apolllestime the faithfull had all things 
| common. 'They came and laid theirgoods 
of | atthe Apoſtles feet , and diviſion was therof 
itÞ made accotding to every mans neceſſitie, 
ne} Youcan not but groane under the heavie 
r-| burden which is laide upon you, Yourland- 
ht} lords do wtinge and grinde your faces for 
of | the maintenance of their-prideinapparell, 
ot | theirexcelle indiet, their unneceflarie plea- 
{ures,as gaming, keeping of haukes & go, 
an 
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and ſuch like vanities. They enhaunce your 
rents,they take great fines, and do keep you 
in very unchriſtian {laverie & bondage. Why 
doyou nor ſeeke for your better releefe to 
renue the uſe which was in the Apoſtles 
times? Theſe great poſicſhons, lands,and re- 
venewes, whichthe richer {orthave in their 
handes, do(asyouſce) make them verie 
proude, choake their zeale, hinder them in 
their vertuous proceedings,and will in deed 
(if order be nottaken) mar and undo them, 

Now deerly beloved unto you of all ſorts, 
but eſpecially to youot thericheſt , I praie 
you tell me how you like this dorine, Do 
you thinke it is true or meete to be taught ? 


No ſurely itis not. The whole maner thereof 


is wholy Anabaptifticall, and tendeth to the 
deſtruction and overthrow of all good rule 
and governement. And yetli tellyou it may 
beurged with as great neceſlitic againſt the 
laitic, as the other may againſt the clergie : 
but in deede neither the one orthe other 
againſt either of them both truely. Mary it 
may be you deſire to heare what the clergie 
facous do anſwere for themſelves, and in 
what good part they take their ſchollers lis 
beralitic towards them. I warrant you they 
are not toong-tied on their owne behalfe, 
but tinding their deſire are bolde ynough to 
tell them of it.. | 

Whileſt 
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atPaules crofle. . 7k 
Whileſt they heare us ſpeake againſt Bb,'Thecle 
and Cathedrall Churches ( ſaith the author: che 1ay fac- 
of the Eccleſiaſticall Diſcipline ) it tickleth tous. | 
theireares, looking for thelike praie they Peel 
had before of Monaſteries : yea they have 
* intheir harts deyoured alreadic the chur- 
\ ches inhericaunce, They care not for religi- 
on,ſo they may get the ſpoile. They coulde 
be content to crucifie Chriſt, ſo they might 
have his garments. Our age is ful of ſpoiling 
ſouldiers,and of wicked Diow/ians, who will 
rob Chriſt of his golden coate, as neither fit 
for him in winter nor ſommer. They are cor- 
morants, and ſeek to fil the bottomles ſacks 
of their greedy iappetites. They doyawne at- 
tera pray,and would thereby totheir pope: 
ruall ſhame,purchaſc to themſelyesa held of 
blood. | 
And whereas you hayealreadie in your Diſcpl.Ec, 
hands many impropriations & other church 
livings : they ſaie that in keeping them you 
ſinne againſt your owne conſciences : that 
you ought to be ſo far from looking for anie 
more , which doth nowe appertaine to the 
Church, as that you rather ought to feare 
you looſe not that you have alreadie: eſpeci- 
allie ſeeing you walte the ſame in courtly 
braverie, and conſume it with moſt ſacrile- 
gious impudency and boldnes. 
I have not uſedaworde of mine owne 
| ' heerin, 
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heerin, but have been a faithfull relatorun- 
to you, what the clergie fatious do thinke 
of theirlay ſchollers. And is not then deere 
brethren the conſideration heerof yery piti- 
full unto you ? The one ſort you ſee would 
bring us tothe government which was, as 
they ſaie, in the Apoſtles times, but they 
would have the livings of theſe times:the o0- 
ther ſort not caring ſo much forthe ſaid go- 
yernment, do greatly urgein the miniſtery 
the Apoſtolicall povertie; to the intent that 
they might obtaine the pray , which they 
looke for, Wherby I doubt nor, but it 1s ma- 
nifeſt unto you , that covetouſnes in them 
both hath thruſt them into this ſchiſme. 
But yet a'worde or two more unto you 
the faRious of the laitie, I beſeech you upon 
what groundes doyou ſtand ? Your owne 
teachers ſeeing your fetches doutterly con- 
demne you; and for mine owne partTI do 
not abſolye you. Itis therefore very meete 
and agreeable to the reputation which you 
deſire, either for your vertue or for your re- 
ligion, that before you proceed any farther 
in your diſcloſed maske, firſt you provide 
you of teachers for your warrant therein: 
leaſt otherwiſe you growe into. hatred, as 


- men fortheir commodity regarding neither 


God nor the word. 
Nay in my opinion you ought to be —_ 
me 


i. 
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- | med toopen your mouthes eyer heerafter 
e } againſt the preſent governement of the 
e | Church, and forthe neweplatforme, untill 
- | you canbecontented to beſo far fromco- 
d yeting the goods of the church, as that you 
$ are both willing and readie to deliver out of 
y | your hands ſuch ſpoiles and prates thereof, 
- | as youhavealreadie. 

- | ItIwereurged,deerly beloved, to give my 
y conſent tothe ereftion of theſe Presbyte- 
t ries, which both the ſorts of theſe men do 


y ſeeme {ocarneſtly to deſire, I could be con- 
| rent (ſo that firſt they agreed who ſhoulde 
N have the preſent revenues of the church) for 


ſom ſhort time (until they ſaw the miſchiefe 
u of them)to yeeld therin unto them. Almigh- 
n tie God graunt unto them and tocverie one 
e of us ſuch grace from above; as that we may 
| = not wiltully infringe his holy commaunde- 
0 ment , prohibiting us to covet other mens 
© goods : but with all thankefulnes to ſatisfie 
u our ſelves with thoſe benefits which of his 
2 mercie he hath alreadic beſtowed upon us. 
X | And thus much of theſe fower cauſes why 
e | fo manie falſe prophets go out from the 
i: | church, 
| Now followeth thelaſt point of the firſt whereratd | 
part of my text. Many falſe prophets are gon out _—_— y 
into the world. Intothe world; that is(as one 0b- lt 
ſeryeth yerie well upon this place ) they are 
| now 
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now ſproong up in everie corner amongſt 
our ſelves, even in theſe places wherein we 


li-e, Velut ſparſain noftro itinere pericula (F ve- 


era « AS dangers and venome laid in our 
wales tointiapand infeR us. 

It had beene good for the church, that 
when falſe prophets wil needs ſeparate them 
ſelves from the communion thereof, they 
would have gone likewiſe and have dwelt in 
ſome ſtrange countries ; as /ndia, Cataia, or 
to the fartheſt parts of Afrike, where they 
might have delighted themſelves in all ſorts 
of noveltics, and creced ſuch governments 
as ſhould beſt have pleaſed their fanſies. But 
they will none of that: for as Tertulianno- 


| | e preſcrip. teth; /llorum opus non proprio eaificio venit,ſed ex 
| 'verherer. yeritatts deftruttione : Their workmanſhip ri- 


ſeth not by theirowne building, but by the 
overthrow of the truth, And againe; Noftre 
ſuffodinnt ut ſua edificent : They undermine 
our works,that they may erec their owne. 
But indeed it they would be gone todwel 
in ſtrange countries : yet they could not be 
permitted. For ( as Saint eAwgwuitine ſaith) 
where God doth build his citie,the divel wil 
have another hard by to confronte it : or as 
an other writeth; where Chriſtere&eth his 
church, the diyell in the ſame church-yarde 
will have his chappell. Where Chriſts mint- 
ſters doſowe the good & pure ſeed of truth, 
 UNITIE 
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| unitic and order, there the divel doth ſtirup 
his miniſters by waics and meanes ſecretlie 
-" | incornerstocaſte abroad their cockle and 
r Þ darnell of fallhood, diſcorde,and confuſion. | 
When Sathan(ſaith Saint Angu/tine ) (aw his Decivir.DeVj 

| temples forſaken , and that his oracles were #5.18.ca.51 

| all put to ſilence, he cunningly deviſed for a 
new ſupplie, to have alwaies his miniſters in 


{ 
n 
4 or about the church: Q#i ſab vocabulo Chriſti- 
r 
y 
O 
$ 


| ano doftrine reſifterent Chriftiane : Who under 
a chriſtian name might reſiſt the chriſtian 
doctrine. 

True it is, thatalmightie God if it had rhe cauſes 
t | ſtoodewith his good pleaſure, could eaſilie whyfale Wi 
>- | have brought it to paſlein ſpight of the di- fuftredro MI 
x | vell, thatthere ſhould never have been anie Þ<inche 
i= | ſuchfalſeprophets or hereſies amongſt us. 
e | Butheſawit notto be expedient:for as the 
-« | apoſtle ſaith, by his dire&ions, there muſt be 
e | hereſiesin the church : and that as the anci- 
 entfathers do note out of the Scriptures for 
| three cauſes. 
Firſt (as Saint Pawle ſaith)that they which 1.Cor.rr. | 
| are approoved might be knowne:or as Ter- | 

tullianſpeaketh ; Vt fides habendo tentationem, wk. or cnt 

baberet etiam & probationem : That faith by | 
having temptation, might havealſo proba- 

t10n., 
| Secondlie (faith Saint eAvgu7ie) there ;,;.: 
| muſt bee hereſies, bicauſe God dothſee it mY 
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- moreagreeable to his wiſdome; Ex mais bo- | 


poſe Scipio Naſica diſwaded the league of | 
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2a elicere quam nulla eſſe permittere : To bring 
good out of cyill, then at all ro permit no 
evill. 

Thethird reaſon heerof is this, that men 
might be driven thereby the rather to labor 
and ſearch for the finding out of the truth, | 
To that end God permitted the Icbuſites to | 
dwell with his people, and to the like pur- 


peace betwixt the Romans and the Car- | 
thaginians,leaſt thereby the Romans ſhould | 
grow to be ſlothfull. Saint Avgriine upon 
the 54. Pſalm afhirmeth, that the doctrine of 
the Trinitie was never ſo fully handled -by 
the church, as when they were driven there- 
unto by the hereſies of Arrics: nor of repen- 
tance, as when Novatus oppoſed himſ(elte a- 
gainſt it : nor of Baptiſme, as when the Do- 
natiſts labored to confirme their falſe opi- 
nions, | | 

And againe, Multi ſenſus Scripturarum la- 
tent, nec aſſeruntur commodias, niſi quando here- 
tices reſpondend; cura compeliit : Many ſenſes of 
the Scriptures lic hid, and are not more pro- 
fitablic applied, then when men are compel- 
ledtoanſ{wer heretikes. 

Seeingthen (deerlie beloved) that there | 
are many prophets and ot falſe diſpoſition, | 


which through contempt of eccleſiaſticall 
goyer- | 


—_—c = 
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| governors,through ambition, {elf-love,and 


covetouſnes have made a great ſchiſm in the 
church,and do continue amongſt us for the 
trial of our faith, the glorie of God, and that 


we _ more carefully ſearch our & hold 


faſte the truth : you ſee how neceſlarie this 
exhortation of the apoſtle is: Deerely beloved, 
beleeve not everie ſpirit , but trie the ſpirits whe« 


ther they ve of God, And thus much of the firſt 


part, 


Trie the ſpirits whether they be of God. 


/ That which I haveto ſaicof this matter -,,, rs ori 
will be ſubje&to ſlanderous toongs: I praie crriog ſpirits ji 


you therefore conceive me rightly, and do 
not peryert my meaning. Some forbid the 
children-of G O D to proove any thing. O- 
thers comand them to be ever ſecking and 
prooving of ail things. But neither of them 


| bothin a right good ſenſe, dodeale therein 


as they ought ro do. A meane courſe betwixt 
theſe two is to be allowed of and followed : 


\ whichis, that we proove ſome things, and 


that we receive without curioſitie ſome 0- 
ther things being alreadie examined , proo- 
ved and tricd toour hands. 


The Popiſhfalſe prophets will ſuffer the rhe fcighte | 
people to trie nothing , but do teach them 2 Poeiihit 
wholic to depende upon them: andto that 
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purpoſe they have indeede three notable 
fleights. 
- Firſt they forbid them the reading of the 
ſcriptures. Andthe better to be obeied ther- 
in,they will not permit the Scriptures to be | 
tranſlated into their yulgartoong. Whereof 
It came to paſle that the people were ſo caſt- | 
lie ſeduced and drawen from Chriſt to the | 
Pope;from his merits, to the ſaints and their | 
own merits; from his bloody ſacrifice, wher- 
by onely ſins are remitted,to their moſt drie 
and fruiteleſle ſacrifice; from the ſpirituall 
food of his bodic and bloode,untoa carnall 
and Capernaicall tranſubſtantiation; from 
the calling upon his name,to the invocation 
of ſaints : and from their ſure truſt and con- 
fdence in his death , to a vaine imagination 
ofthe yertue of their maſſes, pilgrimages, 
pardons, and I knowe not to what intolera- | 
ble ſuperſtition and 1dolatrie. 
Againſt this their falſhood and verylewd | 
dealing all thoſe places of Scripture may be | 
alledged, wherein we are commaunded to | 
ſearch the Scriptures, Toproove all things, and | 
zo bold that which ts good : and likewiſe in this 
P! ace to try and examine the ſpirits whether they 
e of God, 
.'Tothelike purpoſe an infinitenumber of. | 
places out of the ancient fathers may be ap- 
plied(as you may finde them collected fog 
cncr 
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ther by doRor Buckley in his anſwerto cer- 
tainereaſons in the Preface of the Remiſh 
teſtament) where they are yerie carneſt up- 
on this point. That all Chriſtian men ſhowld read 
the Scriptures, buy unto themſelves Bibles, and 
meditate continually upon the word of God : ſo as 
thereby their ies might be opened, their conſCiens 
ces comforted,th:ir faith nouriſhed, and their bope 
lifted up to a full aſſurance of the promiſes there 
contained. 

The ſecond ſhift which theſe falſe pro- 
phets of the Romiſhchurch do uſe, is this : 
Now that they perceive the ſcriptures to be 
tranſlated into the language almoſt of eye- 
rie nation; and that the bookes are now ſo 
common inevery mans hands, asthat with 
their former deviſe they are no longer able 
to cover their nakednes : they labor with all 
their might to bind us to the fathers, tothe 


{ councels,& tothe church of Rome, proteſt- 


ing yerie deepely, that we muſt admit of no 
other ſence of any place of the ſcriptures, 
than the Romitſh church ſhall be pleaſed to 
deliver unto us : according to the ſayingof 


Hoſiua ;, Si quis habeat interpretationem eccleſie ne expreſſ 
Remane de loco aliquo ſcripture, etiamſi nec ſciat Verbo Dei, 


nec intelligat an & quo modo cum ſcripture verbis 
conveniat, tamen habet ipſiſumnum verbum Dei : 
If a man have the expoſition of the church 
of Rome touching any place of ſcripture, 

| D 2 although 
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although he neither know nor underſtand, 
whether and how it agreeth with the words 
of the {criprure, yet he hath the yery word of | , 
God. "= | 

To refell the groſſenes of this abſurd 0- 
pinion, all that is very effteQuall which 1s 
brought, to proove that the churchis infe- | , 
rior tothe ſcriptures. Beſides, weſatethat || , 
the fathers do in manic points diffent a- | ,; 
monelt themſelves:and their generall coun- 
cels have been oftentimes repugnantoneto | ,, 
another. But yet wejoine with them upon a: þ 
nearer iffue. Where the fathers doall agree | _, 
togither, we do not diſlike them; and for 
the firſt fower generall councels we allow 
and approove them. Ear 

And heerof it commeth to paſle, thatwe 


do the rather condemne manie'points of f _, 
Poperie, in thatthey have of later dates bro- | .: 

wil 
ched and taughtus ſundrievery ſtrange and } ,. 


dangerous opinions : which as they are not | ,.. 
to be found in the ſcriptures; ſo are they re- |  - 
pugnantas well to the fathers, as to all the 

foreſaid generall counccls. | 
Whereupon arifeth their third (hifr. They 
wil not ſtick ro confeſle, that they teach ma- 
nie things now which are not to be prooved 
cither bythe words of fcripture, fathers, or 
councels. Mary ſaie they,it the Apoſtles and 
fathers had lived in" our times, they _ 
| ave 
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have taught and decreed,as we have done. 

 Foryoumuſtunderſtand (ſaith Cardinal! zp;#.2.adf 

Cuſante(Scripturas eſſe ad tempus aptatas, & Vas Bohemos, | 
rie intflletas , 1t4 Ht 4110 rempore ſecundum CHY- 
renter uuiverſalem ritum exponantur : mutato 
rity , iterum ſententia mutetur - That the ſcrip- 
tures are appointed ro ſervethe time, and 
have divers underſtandings : ſothat at one 
time they: may beexponnded after the uni- 
rerſall, common, and ordinarie'cuſtome : 8 
| thatthe ſame cuſtome being changed , the 
_—_— of the Scriptures may likewiſe be 
changed. Namintelleflus ſcripture currit cun 
prexi:Forthe underſtanding of the ſcriptures 
W | runneth with the practiſe of the Church! 


And therefore he commendeth that obedi- 


my, we w 


'E | ence to'beimoſt full & perfeR which/is with= 
of Þ 0,  'Hhar-5 =_—” 

out reaſon : that is, when a. man obeicth 
7 without _—_ of any. reafon; 'Sicut.ju- 


mentum obeart dommo ſuo +48 a horſe is obedi- 
Ot F entrohis maſter. i Tels 
ce } Totefell rheſe blaſphemons aſſertions, all 
thoſe authorities of Scripture are verie/mas 
_ PÞreriall,, wherin God is thewed tobe immu-+ 
& Þ rable,andhiswordan everlaſting word, and 
a word of truth, Likewiſe thoſeſentences of 
the fathers; wherinithcy appeale as occaſion 
veth , tothe Scriptures; accounting them 
as the verice touchſtone and rule of all truth. 
Which'coulde not be true; if ( as the Papiſts 
D 3 lay) 
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ſay)they werelikea noſe of waxe, or a ſword 
of lead, that might beturned asa man liſt ; 
or like tothe Cameleon that changeth his 
colors according to his ſeate: oras though 
the ſcriptures were to yeeld to the fantaſies 
of men : that as they changed their minds, 
being by nature mutable : ſo the ſcriptures 
ſhould change the ſenſe & meaning of God, 
who 1s not ſubje& to any alteration or 
change. It were but a deceitfull touchſtone 
that would apply it ſelf unto the goldſmiths 
pleaſure : and he that ſhould truſtit, were 
not unlike oft times for pure gold to be de- 
ceived with copper. The Lord open thejreies 
that they may ſee the groſſenes of this their 
grcat ſinne : or otherwiſe I canſaic nothing 
farther of them, but that if needs they will 
be filthie, let them be filthie ſtill. -- © 
Another ſort of prophets there are, (you 
may in mine opinion call them falſe pro- 
phets ) who would have the people to be al- 
waies ſeeking and ſearching- and thoſe men 


(as: wellthemfelves as their followers ) can | 


never finde wherupon toreſt;/Now they are 
caried hither;now thither, They arcalwaies 


learning (as the apoſtle ſaith ) butdonever | 


attaineto the truth . That which pleaſeth 
them todaie, diſpleaſeth them to '/morow: 
they read the ſcriptures (as Greg. Naz. wri- 
teth) therby Tp arme their toongs,and that they 
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may be eloquent againit the truth. | 
They will-take; upon them to be maſters; 

before they: deſerve the name of ſchollers, 

h | and to'be'mthe greateſt matters of Gods 

s | law, judges; being far unmeete to be called 

« | tothe barre. Siverbum natti ſunt ſubito profili> Orat.2.: 

s | wt, ſummague cum injuria rette tradita diſcer« 

1 | pwr: Ifthey catch but a word (ſaith Gregorie 

\r | Naxian.)they ſtraightinſult upon it, & with 

\e | great injurie they contemne thoſe things 

»s | which have beene rightly delivered unto 

re | them. They wring and wrelt the Scriptures 

| according as they fanſe. It would pittie a 

mans hart conſidering what paines they will 


a8 take in quoting of places, to ſce how per- 
ng verſly/ they-will apply them. AndI greatly 
ij | feare, except they take heed berimes, they - 


will fall into! the number of thoſe, who(as 
Saint Perer (aith ) being unlearned indeed; , p,,.,. 
| andunſtable, do wreſt the Scriptures unto 
| their owne deſtruQion. 
To repreſle therefore this boldnes, firſt I 
| ſay with Tertalkan, and then alſo ( for other adve. þ 
mens contentation)with Darexs,thatit hath 


ting this into theirfollowets heads : Search, 
examine, trie and ſethe : bringing them there- 
by intoa great uncertainty wherupon they 
may inſiſt : as alſo toa more readic confors 
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mitie for the imbraſing of their opinions, 
For as the ſaid father ſaith: Qa#i creat que cre- 
dere debuerat, & alind nlterins putat in ea re re- 
quirendum : indicat ſane nihil ſe eorum credidiſſe | 
que creaere videbatur , aut credere jam deſuſſe : 
He that once beleeyeth thoſe things thar he 


ought to beleeve: and afterwards thinketh | 


ſome other thing to be ſought for in the | 
ſame; he ſheweth himſelf that hedtd nor be- 
lceve thoſe things which heſcemed ito be- 
leeve, or elſe that now he hath'given overto 
beleeve, 

And therefore in this ſence I faic againe 
with $, cAuguitine, Mehior ef fidelis ignorantia 
quam temeraria ſcientia:Faithtullignorance 1s 
better then ralh knowledge. And with Greg. | 
_ Naxianzen: Itfallethnor within the compas 
of everie mans underſtanding: to:determine 
and judge in matters of religion ::Se#d exerci- 
tatarum: but of thoſe who are wellexperien- 
ced and exerciſed in them, | 
; 'Which things: conſidered, togither with 


\ ».!, Ourexperience of the preſumption which is 


everywhere to .befound in theſe daics: Very 


+» Juſt occaſion 5+ given to. all the godlic to 


complaine with Saint /eromin hisepiſile ad | 
Paxlinum : Husbandmen, Dawbers,Smaths, | 
Carpenters, Woolſers, Fullers, and other | 
men of ſuch like occupations, Abſque dettore 


won poſſunt eſſe quod eupinnt;T hey al are content | 
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to learne of rheir maſters. Quod medicorum eft 
promittunt medici, trattant fabrilia fabri : Phiſi- 
tians deale with matters of phiſicke , and 
men of trade with their owne occupations 
Sola ſcripturarum ars eit quan fibipaſſim omnes 
vendicant: Qnely the knowledge ot the ſcrip- 


tures is that which every man chalengeth to 


be skilfullin. Learned and unlearned they 
rake upon them to write. Hance garrula anus, 
banc delirns fenex ; hanc Sophitta verboſua,hane 
wuniverſi preſumunt , lacerant , docert antequians 
&:ſcamchis art of the ſcriptures the pratling 
old woman, the doting old man, the brab- 
ling ſophiſter,and generally al men preſume 
they havc.obtained it, when itis far other- 
wiſe: they teate it in peeces, and take upon 
them to:teach it before they have learnedir. 

The meane therfore berwixt both theſe 
extremities of trieng nothing and curious 
trieng of pres 416 holde to be beſt. And 
this it1s ;/that when you have attained the 
true grounds of Chriſtian religion, and are 
conſtantly built by alively faith upon that 
notable toundation whereof the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh, which is Jeſus Chrift, being incor- 


| porated intohis myſtical body in your bap-= *;<%3- | 


tiſme by the holie Ghoſt; andatrerwardes 


| nouriſhed with the heavenly food exhibited 


unto you n the Lords ſupper:you then con- 


| tent your ſelyes and (eeke no farther; accor- 


ding 
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ding tothe ſaieng of Tertulliar : Nobrs curioſp- 
tate opm non et poit Chriftum Ieſum : nec ingui- 
ſttione poi Evangelium : We neede notto be 
curious after wee have apprehended Chriſt 
Teſus : nor inquiſitive after we have received 
the Goſpell. And againe , Camcredimu ni- 
hildeſideramus ultra querere : When once we 
yomnP , wedo not defire to ſeeke any far- 

er. 

Reade the Scriptures, but with ſobriectie, 
If any man preſuming upon his knowledge, 
ſecke farther then is meecte for him : beſides 
that, he knoweth nothing as he ought to 
know, he ſhall caſt himſelf-into 2 labirinth 
and never findethat he ſceketh for.. 
. God hath bound himſelfe by his promiſe 
unto his church of purpoſe, that men by hir 
good direction might 1n this point be relee- 
yed. To whoſe godlie determination in mat- 
ters of queſtion, hir dutitull children ought 
to ſubmit themſelves without any curious 
or wilfull contradiction. Icouldbring ma- 
ny authorities to this effe&. Thoſe things 
(faith Athanaſnes ) which have been prooved 
and.decreed by ſo many'and'ſo woorthy Bi- 


© ſhops, Supervargneum eft denuo in judicium re- 
verare ;1t1s in yaine to call againeintoque- | 


ſton. [12 ol 
When certainmen in the councell of Cal- 
cedon began-todiſpute of ſome points de- 
termi- 
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termined before in the councell of Nice,the 
fathers there aſſembled ſaide all with one | 
yoice : Si quis retrattat , anathema ſit : ſiquis ſu- MS \ 
per iſta inquirit, anathema ſit : maledittue qui ads ced. 
dit\: malediftu qui anfert : maledifiug qui inno- 
vat: If anic retra&, accurſed be he: if any in- 
uire of cheſe things,accurſed be he : accur- 
ed be he that addeth;accurſed be he that d1- 
miniſheth; accurſed be he that innovateth. Q 
The Emperours Yalentinia and Martian ,,, . . || 
thought it verieunmeete, that thoſe things ,,,,,;,. | 
which had been once judged of,and wel de- 
cided by the decrees of godly ſynods, ſhould 
apaine be debated and diſputed upon : and 
both they and divers others made yerie 
odlic lawes for the better conteining of 
buſic heades within the compaſle of this 
chriſtian modeſtie, Watey 
And ſurely itis a very true dodrine, that 
when councels and ſynods being lawfullic 
aſſembled and direRed with Gods ſpirit do 
reſolve upon matters in queſtion : that pri- 
yate men ſhould content themſelves there- 
withall. Neither canlI ſee, now that popery . 
3s baniſhed and the truth of chriſtian religt- 
on ( maugre the malice of all ſorts of eni- 
mies ) is godlie planted —_ us, why in 
theſe daies we ſhould not attribute as much 
tothe decrees of our learned fathers in their 
lawfull aſſemblies, as other men in _ 
pa 
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{! paſt of as great judgement as weare of, have | | 
i done. | 
4 Is it not yery abſurd that we ſhould ſeeke | ! 
It everie way to diſcredite them in matters of | ” 
i lefler importance, who have moſt notablie | * 
| ſealed unto us the verie grounds and ſub- | \ 
ſtance of religion with their blood ? Oris it 

v 


| likely that that Church which was able to 
| diſcerne betwixttruth and falſchood in ſo 
| great pointes of dofrine being wrapped 
through continuance of timeinſo deepe an | ® 
obſcuritie; ſhould be unable tojudge of ce- | 2 
remonies, forms of praier, decencie, order, | 
| edification ,/and ſuch like circumſtaunces of | © 
| no greater waight? You wouldnor,Ithinke, | 4 
wt takeitin good part, that men ſhould nowe | # 
[i begin to ſift:;and; quarrell at the articles of ai 
fi religion, ſet out and approoved inthe yeere 
[ 1562. andyetIſce no reaſon why they may 
Þy notaswelldoit, as to carpe and controll at th 
[|| ſuch orders,as were then ltkewile eſtabliſhed ſt 
| for order and government. 
. Quantarum rixarum ſemen futura eft earium 
rerum confuſio , fi prout cuique libitum ſit mutare 
liceat , que ad communem ſtatum pertinent: Of | Pr 
Ut how great quarels( ſaith M. Catvin) woulde * 
| ſuch confufion become the ſeed, if itmay be | PE 
l lawfull according to everie mans fanſie, to 
change and alterthoſe. things which do ap- 
o pertaine to the common ſtate. He meaneth 
being 
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being determined of before with ſuch grave 
and due conſideration as already 1s mentio. 
ned.For as it followeth; Nungqzam futurum eff 
ut omnibus idem placeat, fires velut in medio poſi- 
te ſmgulorum arbitriorelitte fuerint : It will ne» 
ver come topaſle, that oneand the ſelf-ſame 
thing (ſhould pleaſe all men, 1f matters may 
be left indifterentto be determined of, by c 
verie priyate mans diſcretion. 
And writing upon this place I have in 
hand, where the Apoſtle ſaith generally 
Proove the ſpirits whether they be of God, he re- 
ſtraineth the words to a due conſideration I 
of certaine circumſtances. For as there he i! 
addeth; Aurum igne ant lidio lapide probatur ſed Catv.int. ||) 
ab its qui artems tenent : nam imperitis nec lapts tis Jong ih 
aius nec ignis uſui eſſe poterit : Gold is tried by 
fire, and by the touchſtone, but yet of thoſe 
who have skill ſo to trieit : for unto thoſe 
that have no experience therein, neither the 
ſtone nor the fire ſerveth toany purpoſe. 
And therefore ſaith he; Duplex ef examen 
» | doftrineprivatum & publicum : The trial of do» 
| Arineistwofold, private and publike. The 
zF | private triall to be had by private men, and 
le | privately, he alloweth in ſuch ſort, as I have 
\« | before obſerved againitthe Papiſts : but the 
.o | publike triall already made or to be made 
» with ſuch conſideration as hath been decla- 
h | red,is to be preferred by many degrees. Nam 
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ſopenes ſingulos jus & arbitrium erit judicands, ni- 


bil anquam certi conftitui poterit : quin potia va- 
cillabit tota religio. For (as there it followeth) 
if authoritic and libertic of judging ſhall be 
left to private men, there will neyer be anic 
certaintie ſet downe, but rather all religion 
will wholie become doubtfull. 

This which I have ſaid heerof, to thoſe 
who are of anie moderation or good diſcre- 
tion, I account it ſufficient ; but yet that I 
may the better heerin ſatisfie everie mans 
humor,you ſhal heare the judgement of our 
Engliſh reformers pry this point, It is 


thus incffeR : That when ſuch oreat cauſes of 


the churches as could not be endedin their Conſi- 
aries or conferences, ſhall be heard and aetermi- 
ned by a ſynode provinciall, nationall or more gene- 
yall, thereunto the church ſhall ſtande , as it was at 
Jeruſalem:except it be in a great matter of faith, 
or 4 doi matter expreſlie againſt the Scripturer, 
4s that was in the Nicene councell, of the mariage 
of minifters , where the whole councell would have 
concluded againft it,chc. had not one man Phaph- 
nutius with/foode them, cc. In which caſe ſaie 
they, Tre the ſpirits whether they be of God or no, 
For otherwiſe the particular churches muit ftande 
tothe determinations as afore. Hitherto the Ad- 
monition, 
And for the better obſervation of this 
ſobrietic in reſting our ſelyes upon the de- 


Crecs | 
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crees of our ſynodsand councels; as alſo for 
the avoiding of ſuch confuſion as Catvine 
hath before mentioned; you ſhal underſtand 
that there is not a reformed churchin chri- 
ſtendom which doth nor in this caſe require 
ſubſcriprion (ar theleaſt) of their miniſters. 
Calvine refuſing toadminiſter the Commu- 
nion in Geneva, and to uſe therein unleave- 


ned bread or wafercakes, was compelled to ze invint 
depart the citic , and was not received thi- calvin, | 


ther againe,until he had allowed of the ſame 
kinde of bread; De quo poftea reftitutus nyun- 
quam contendendum putavit . minime tamen diſ- 
ſimulans, quid alioqui mags eſſet probaturms : 
Whereof afterwarde being reſtored, hee 
thought never meete to contende; not diſ- 
ſembling in the meane while what other- 
wiſe he rather approoved, 

In Germanie likewiſe ſubſcription is re- 
quired verie ſtreightlie unto the confeſhon 
of eAuguF#ta,of al that take degrees in any of 
their univerſities , of all that are made mini- 
ſters, & of all thatare admitted toanyeccle- 
flaſticall livings:neither is any ſuffered there 
to preach, who ſhall refuſe the ſaid ſubſcrip- 
tion, True tis that one Ofcander a notable 


heretike (as MHelantton noteth and I doubt Melun?. 


not of his followers ) did heerat take many 
exceptions, greatly inveighing againſt that 
order. He cried out, O wickednes, O ty- 
Wi - | rannic, 
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rannie, O cruelty, chriitian liberty is heerby 
re{trained;a yoke & bondage laid upo mens 
conſciences : godlic mens mouths heereby 
ſhall beſtopped. Its not tollerable; it is un- 
lawful. Even as many cric out in theſe daies, 
and that whichis leaſt to be borne withall, 
by ſuch as account themſelves yery great 
lawyers, | 

He likewiſe(as evidently it may be collec 
ted) did bitterlic inveigh _ ſuch as did 
ſubſcribe : Er gloriatur ſe hbertatem retinuiſſe 
nec admiſiſa hec vineula: And he gloried(ſaith 
eMelantthon ) that he had retained his liber- 
tic and not admitted theſe bonds. Argue hi 
elamares in tanta licentia & anarchia hujus tem- 
porss , plauſibiles ſmnt apud multos , qui mfinitam 
licentiam ſibi ſummunt fingend; opiniones , & Phir- 
ronico more labefattands omnia refle tradita:And 
theſe out cries ( as it followeth in the ſame 
place) in ſogreatlicentiouſnes and confuſi- 
on of this time are plauſible with many,who 
take to themſelves an infinite liberrie of 
coyning newe opinions, and 1n a Pirroni- 
ous ſort of the overthrowing of all things 
which have been rightly determined. 

Howbeit notwithſtanding this miſlike of 
what ſchiſmatikes:{oever, that Church to 
this daie requireth this ſubſcription. And 
Melantthon himſelte byſundrie good argu- 


ments approoyeth the ſame in his oration 
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De calunmis Oftanari. 

I might heer adde how in times paſt Em- 
perours, Kings, and generallie al Chriſtians 
ſubſcribed ro rhe Decrees of the Church et- 
ther by themſelves or by their ſubſtitutes ; 
and I would to God the ſame order were yet 
obſerved, eſpecially by our Tuſtices of peace 
in England, Peradvcuture it woulde make 
them more carefull than they are in the per- 
formance of their othes which they take (as 
itis reported ) when they arc admitted-unto 
thoſe roomes: eſpecially concerning the-pu- 
niſhment ofſuch perſons, as are complained 
of unto them, to be common depravers and 
contemners of the ordersof the church.For 
heerin(I am afraid)they take as greatliberty 
to diſpenſe with themſelves,as ever the pope 
_ with any by- hisfonde and groſleſt par- 

ons. 

But touching Eccleſiaſticall perſons it 
was commaunded about 1 270. yeeres ago, 
that certaine men , having by ſchiſme and 
hereſie. devided themſelves from thechurch 
of God, and rent in ſunder by their factions 
the peace thereof, ſhould not againe' be re 
ceivedor admitted before they had ſubſcri- 
bed to the conſtitutions of the church, Thus 


us confeſſionem,quam per ſcripturam exigi oportet, 
, HE 
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ut fateantur ſe cum omni conſenſu, eccleſie Ca. pl 
tholice ftatuta obſervaturos : Let them firſt I, 
take of them this confefſhon,and chatunder 
their hand-writing, that they promile with | je 
all conſenr, roobſeryethe ſtatutes of theca- IG 
tholike church. * 

Whereas therefore we have at this time a1 
many Ofiararians amonglit us, and manie Þj 
over-buſie in ſearching and rrieng to make [p 
new quarrels of matters before compoun- | i 
ded, you ſee what ſpirits they are, and need | tt 
no farther triall to diſcerne them. G O D le 
grant unto them more humble and ſober: f a 
minds,that they may nolonger continuein | d 
this rebellion againſt the church of God. þ| h 


Andthus much of the {econd parrt. oy 6 
| it 
'Belerve not everie ſpirit. » Ft] 


That:which hitherto hath been ſpoke doth | tl 
contein divers & very ſufficient reaſons why | n 
you ought not to beleeve every ſpirit. There \ t! 
are many of them falſe; contemptuous, am- f c 
bitiovs, proud,and covetous, Whomif you | { 
finde{knowing yourſelves to be throughly | y 
grounded in matters of ſalvation) to Jas h 
you by flaunderous ſpeeches, and falſe col- } n 
lecions, into a miſlike of other points.-a- | c 
greed upon by the church, thereby troub- | fi 
ling your peace,and feeding yourcares with | Þ 

plauſible 
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plauſible deviſes, I beſeech you with the A- 


poltle in this place, beleeve-them nor. 


When the Queenes moſt excellent Ma- 
jeſtic had- firſt obrained the crowney (which 
Godof his great mercic grant ſhe may long 
enjoy ) as amoſt zealous Salomon, lehoſaphat, 
and /ofizs,hir-principal care was,how to abo- 


Jliſhall popiſh ſuperltition & idolarrie,and to 


place in kir peoples hart a right & true fee- 
ling of Chriſtian religion. Wherein through 
the great diligence of all the godlie'and 
learnedintherealm,indiſpuring,examining 
and triengof ſpirits, of prophets, & of thetr 
do&rines , with what notabte ſuccefle hir' 
highnes did proceed, they are very ignorant 
thatknow irnor,and veriefroward and ob- 
itinate that knowing It\, \Will not with all 
thankfulnes acknowledpeir, 

All the Churches in Europe which were 


then reformed, underſtanding of our refor-. 


mation;did on our behalfe clappe as it were 
their handes for joie. The apologie of the 
church of England which ſhortly after was 
ſet foorth to the juſtifieng of our dodrine, 
with the'reaſons of our miſlike of popery; 
hath ever. fince obtained ©principall com- 
mendation'amongſt alt the apologies and 
confeſſions, which hitherto have beene ſet 
toorth by any church in chriſtendome. The 
Papiſts onely inthe beginning of hir Maje- 
E 2 _ thes 
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fties raign, did ſhew themſelves to be there. 
with Sbontned Marie now of later yeers 

we have gotten new adverſaries, 
© Teſu Chriſt, who woulde ever have 
thought, that he ſhould have lived to have 
hcard any Proteſtants reproove our religi- 
on : or wouldever have dreamed of ſuch di- 
viſion, of intollerable bitternes againſt the 
maintainers of it ? It muſt be confeſſed for a 
trath, that Barnard ſaith upon the like occa- 
 fion; Leones eva/mm,ſed inſidimus in dracones : 
| We have eſcaped the lions monthes, but 
||; Micha.7, now are fallen into a den of dragons./nimici 
Ml homints domestiti ejus: Our triends are turned Þ« 
to be our enemies, And you know the old Þ! 
ſaying; Fratrum odia acerbiſſma: When bre-. 
thren fall out, they-growe to great extre- 
mities, The Papiſts did never deale with 
more egernes againſt us than theſe men do FB 

#1 nNoW. -197y 

| 1. Admonit, They ſay that, As the ſkate is now of the church, 
| we can have no right religion : that thechurch of 
England hath neither the word of God rightly 
preached, nor the ſacraments ſincerely mmiſtred : 
that the truth doth but in a maner acit were be« 
hind a ſcreenepeepe out amongit 1: and that we Þ 
bave mixt togither in our religion Chritt and An- 
tichriff, God and the Divel. Divers ſuch flande- 
rous ſpeeches youſhall findeverie-where in | 
all their writings;-I beſcech you. brethren, 
bn Nt belceve 
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beleeve them nor. Or if any ſhal negle& this 
poſtolicall admonition, let him then like- 
wiſe take part of the like reprehenſion; O ga1ar.;, 
amentes Galate, quis vos faſcinavit ne obſequere-= 
mini veritati? O you fooliſh Galatians, who 
hath bewitched you , that you ſhould either 
thus deprave or revolt from the truth, 
Againe , as touching the Communion ofthe Com- 
booke, you knowe what quarelsare picked 
2gainſt it, although for mine owne opinion 
there is not the like this day extantin Chri- 
ſtendome. | 
In the beginning of king Edwards raigne, 
notwithſtandingit was then carefully com> 
piled and confirmed by a ſynode: yet by and 
by after (that I may ule Maſter Foxes words) 
Through the ob$tinate and diſſembling malice of 
anie, 1twas impugned. Therenpon it was 
eaine reviewed , and after publiſhed with 
uch approbation, as that it was accounted 
he worke of God. But yet not long after 
here were againe, who afhrming the ſame 
oreſemble the Maſſe booke, Diviſionts occa- 
oem arripiebant : Did greedily hunt(as A- 
ſus ſaith) for occaſion of diviſion. YVocabula Af: 


pene ſillabas expendendo : Werghing and fif- 


It, 


Whereupon Archbiſhop Cra»mer procu- rex; 


ng the very words, yea almolt eyery fillable 


ng the ſame booke to be tranſlated into 


E 3 


Latin, 
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Latin,and requiring M.Bacers judgement off + 
it,received this his approbation : Thar there : 
was nothing therein contained , which wagsf 
nottaken out of theword of God, or at thef | 
leaſt which was againſt it, Commodeacceptum,ſ | 
being well underſtood. Some things indeed | 
there are,{aith he, Que niſs quis candide inter- 
prerar , videri queant nou ſatis cum verbo Del ! 
congruere : Which except a man do charita i 
bly interpret , may ſeeme not ſufficiently tof C 
agree with theword of God, And in another 
place; Que raps poſſunt ab inquietts ad materian 
contentions : Which may be ſnatched of un. 
quiet men to breed matter of contention. || 7 
Vpon this occaſion the booke was again 8 
carefully ſuryaied and almoſt in every poing tt 
(which then was/lo cavilled at and wreſted 1! 


corrected and amended. King Edward died 0! 


Queene Marie ſucceeded . The booke i 
condemned, but yet God raiſed up meane {0 
for the defence of 1t. qt 

Maſter John Oalde a very learned man wri 84 
a treatiſe againſt the Papiſts in defence of -- 
the ſaide booke, and of everie part of the rep te! 
formation injoied in king Edwardes daies th 
Archbiſhop Cranmer likewiſe being prove dic 
kedtherunto, did offer a challenge to all thy *» 
papiſts living, that if he might obtaine t 
Queenes fayor to take unto him Peter Ma 
tir,and foweror five others whom he way tha 
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chooſe;they would togither defend the fore- 
ſaid reformation,(naming withal the Com- 
munion booke)to bein everie point agreea- 
ble to the word of God : and to be in efteR 
the vyerie ſame, Que fuit ante arnos 1500. 
which was above 1500.yeeres ago. 

Another alſo in thoſe daies,as it appeereth 
in a Preface before Archbiſhoppe Crarmers 
booke of unwritten verities, writeth of the 
Comunion book 1a this maner. Thea(mean- 
mginK. Edwards dates) the common praicr was 
jw uſed, and the Satraments were plainlie 
aamtniftred according to Chrifts inftitution , and 
the rule of hu holie worde. Furthermore, the 
godlie fathers ( who then were fled , and for 
the libertie of their conſciences lived in ex+ 
ile ) uſing in ther meetings this forme and 
order of publike praicr: Maſter K»oxe a man 
who was of nature too contentious, witn 
ſome other that joined with him, began 'to 
quarrell, and tomake manie exceptionsa- 
gainſtrhem. | 
.. Doctor Grinaall late Archbiſhop of Can: 
terburie,, being there in baniſhment. with 
them, certified Biſ-op Ridley condemned to 
die,andthenin priſon in Oxford, of Maſter 
Knoxes perverſe behaviour, Whereunto the 
godlytather anſwered again in theſe words, 


woulſ that eyer he ſhould write.) Alas that brother 


hook 
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K»oxe could not beare with our booke of 
Common prater, 1n matters againſt which; 
alrhough Igranta man (as he is) of wit and 
learning, may finde to make apparant rea- 
ſons, yet I{uppoſe he cannot be able ſound- 
ly by the word of God to diſproove any 
thinginit, 

Afterward when it pleaſed almighty God 
to bleſle this Realme with the happie go- 
vernement of our Soveraigne Ladic the 
Queenes moſt excellent Majeſtie that now 
15(whom almightic God long preſerve, with 
all healthand proſperitie to rule & goyerne 
us ) the ſaide booke in ſome points bettered 
togither with the truth of chriſtian religt- 
on, eſtabliſhed in hir brothers dates, was a- 
gainethrough Godsfayorand hir goodnes 
reſtored unto us. | 

Ofthis bookea certain learned man wri- 
ting againſt Maſter Harding, uttereth theſe 
words by waic of challenge. Ownr ſervice « 


good and Gollie, everie title grounded ou holie 
ſcriptares,and with what face do you callit darke- 


nes? Sare with the ſame that the propheſies of the 
halie Gho#t were ſometimes called dreamer, the 
dottrine of the apoitles bereſie, and our Saviour 
Chrift a Samaritaine. As Elias ſaid tothe prie#ts 


of Baal, let us take either our bullockes (meaning 


the Popes portuiſe , and our Communion booke) 


and laie the peeces on our altars,and on which God 


ſenaetb 
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ſendeth fire, let that be the light. And little be- 
fore, O HMatter Harding, turne to your writings, 


examine your authorities, conſider your conncels, 
apply your examples, locke if any line be blumeable 
in our ſervice books, and take hold of your advan- 
tage, 1 thinkg Maſter Jewell will accept it as ar 
article. 

Heerby you ſee,deerly belooved,what ac- 
count was made of this booke in times paſt, 
& that by men neither forlite nor learning, 
to be any way contemned. But now the caſe 
is altered : and many are growen to ſuch a 
hatred of it, as thev ſcarcely have patience 
to heare the booke once named. Cranmer, 
Ridley, Bucer, Peter Martir with many other, 
as famous men as ever this lande brought 
foorth : notwithſtanding they imployed 
their whole rimesverie diligently and pain- 
fullie in the. ſtudies of Divinitic, and other 
good learnings therunto appertaining,were 
compaſſed about, belike with ſuch rhicke 
clouds and miltes of papable darknes, that 
they could ina maner ſee nothing. 

Maric nowe, two or three yeeres ſtudie is 
as good as twentie. Itis woonderftull to ſee, 
how ſome men get perfection. One of fower 
or five and twentie yeeres old , it you anger 
him, will ſweare he knoweth more then all 
the ancient fathers. And yet in verie deede, 
they are ſo earneſt and fierce, that either w - 

mu 
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mult belecve them , or elſe account their 
boldnes to be,as it is, moſt untollerable. 

For they are not afraid, even .as hath been 
ſaide,with the ſame faces, that the prophe- 
fies of the holte Ghoſt were ſometimes cal- 
led dreames, the docrine ofthe Apoſtles 
hereſite, and our Savior Chriſt a Samaritane, 
to publiſh in their writings,that the foreſaid 
4 booke ſo notably approoved, hath in it at 
1: 1dmonit, the leaſt above 500. errors, That 7 rs full of 
corruption,confuſion,and prophanation: that the or- 
ders thereinpre ſcribed are carnall, beg gerly, dung, 
aroſſe.lowſie,and antichriftian. They laic Ye eate 
not the Lords ſupper, but play a pageant of our own, 
to make the poore ſeclie ſoules beleeve they have an 
Engliſh maſſe : and ſo put no difference betwixt 
truth aad falſehood,betwixt Chriſt and antichri#t, 
betwixt God andthe divell. | 

It this were true beloved, then had we 
cauſe tolooke about us:But(God be thank- 
ed) there is no ſuch matter : it is but con- 
tempt, ambition, and ſclfe-love that decei- 
yeth them : their toongs and pens are their 
owne, they will write and ſpeake what they 
liſt : and yet who {hall controll them ? Here- 
tikes in former times looking upon the 
Scriptures with their cies have condemned 
them of follie, There was never any thing ſo 
exatly written in the worlde, which 1s not 
ſubje& to malice & lander, We delire theſe 
men 
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men iri as milde & gentle ſort as we are able, 
that they would not deale in this maner. 

The very heathen might teach them better 
modeſtie; He that by wreſting of lawes eſta- 
blithed(faith one of that crew)doth ſeeke to 
pervert their meaning, Dum ſophos eſſe cnpit, 
fit plane ſycophanta : Whileſt he woulde ſeeme 
wiſe,he prooverh in deed a {ycophant. 

I have read,that if any thing, fa&, writing, 
lawe or whatſoever may 1n reaſonable con- 
{traction admit two interpretations,the beſt 
and the mildelt is ever to be received. And 
the civill lawyers have theſe rules; Sexzper ir: 
dabits benigniora ſunt preferenda : Alwaies in 
doubttull matters the more benigne are to 
be preferred. or. oportet jus calumniari, aut 
verba ejus captare : It1s not meeteto cavillat 
lawes, or to {ſnatch at theirwords. Another 
ſaith ; Non ſunt rejiciende leges que interpretati- 
one aliqua poſſunt convenire: Lawes mult not be 
rejected, which by any reaſonable interpre- 
tation may be reconciled. 

By theſe and many other the like per{wa- 
ſions we labor to withdraw them trom their 
wringing and wreſting (with ſuch bitternes) 
thoſe things in. the Comunion booke: which 
either they miſlike without cauſe verie un- 
juſtly,orelſe do pervert upon ſome falſe col- 
leRion verie extreemely. But nothing will 


ſervethem ; for now ſome of them through 
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a ſwelling pride of their own conceits(which 
aSit iscommonly noted, hath caſt them in- 
to a kind of frenfie) are notatfraid tolay this 
llander upon the church, and upon hir moſt 
excellent Majeſtie, that ſince /hir Highnes 
raigne, therehath not been in England anie 
booke of publike praters, and order forthe 
adminiſtration of Sacraments, or any open 
forme for the outward profeſſion of our fe- 
Iigion , allowed at all hitherto by the Jawes 
oft the Realme. 

Another ſort likewiſe there are, that will 
not give their heads for the waſhing, who of 
their goodnes are content to allowe us a 
booke and forme of publike praier confir- 
med by law,buryet in another ſort, even for 
good natures ſake, and bicauſe they would 
be thankefull to the time, they wholy con- 
. demne it. For ſay they, though there were 
never an evill worde or ſentence in all the 
forme of our praiers, yet to appoint that 
form to be uſed, though the words be good, 
the uſe isnaught. As ifaman ſhould ſaie ) if 
I attaine their meaning)although the words 
in the Lords prater be good, yet to appoint 
ſuch a forme of praier, the uſe it naught. 

Good Lord, if the fathers before mentio- 
ned, dcerely belooved,were now alive to ſee 
theirdealings heerein, how every boy, in a 
maner, doth take upon him ( as though he 

onely 
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onely werelearned,zealous & wiſe ) to con» 
trol,condemne, and torage thusat his plea- 
ſure: ſurely I ſuppoſe they would wiſhatthe 
leaſt,as Gregorie Nazianzenſomtime did,ſee- 
ing in hisdaies,thelike pride and ſawcy ma- 
lepartnes of many. | 
When Iconſider((aith he)effrenem linguarum , .. 
pruritum.: the unbrideled itch of toongs , which 
raigneth at this time : and how men by their owne 
Voices, as it were, Vnins ate ſpatio, do make them- 
ſelves divines, andchallenge the commendation of 
learning and wiſedome : Quibus una voluntas ad 
hoc ſufficit ut dotlt fint, whom their will alone 14 a- 
ble to maks learned : I cannot chooſe but wiſhe 
with all my hart with the prophet Teremie; That I 
might go and dwell in the wildernes,that ſo I might 
leave the ſecietie of men, and give my ſelfe onelie 
to contemplation. 
And for you my brethren,I am plainly out 
of doubt, that if they ſaid not of them, Vri- 
nam abſcindatur quivos perturbant : T woulde _ 
to God, they were cut off who thus do trou- 
ble you : they woulde adviſe you from the 
bottome of their harts, to be ruled by the 
Apoſtle in this place; Nolte credere omni ſpiri- | 
tw: Beleeve not theſe ſpirits. | 
But verie well : ſceing they are ſo greatlie 14. nov | 
offended with this booke, what is it they de- Communi. } Þ 
fire themſelyes ? Forſooth a booke they | | 
could be contented to haye, but it muſt be TT 
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of their owne making. I beſeech you marke 


and obſerve their courſe taken to this pur-! 


pole. About fower yeeres fince,ſume two or 
three private men 4in'a corner. framed a 
booke of the forme of common prater, ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacraments, &c. And 
withoutany authoritie publiſhed the ſame, 


as meete to beimbraced and uſed in all the 


pariſh-churches of England. 

This booke they tolde us was a verie. per- 
fe&t book, agreeable ro Gods word,and the 
uſe of the retormed Churches : and in the 
end therof,a provsſo15 made in theſe words : 
Provided that nothing be done contrary to 
any order ſet downe in this booke, The po- 
fiewhich they havechoſen to ſetin the fore- 
fronte of their booke, thereby inſinuating 
the excellencie of it,is this. No man can laie 
any other foundation rhen that which is 
laid,cven Chriſt Ieſus. $.,*1110! 

In this booke they ſeeme tofetdowne a; 
breefe ſum of chriſtianitie, and the verie ab- 
ſolute forme of eccleſiaſticall government: 
which they ſate,Chriſt hath preſcribed onely 
ro be received with the godly in the church, 
And heer you ſhall ſee (my brethren) a verie 
ſtrange. and woonderfull ſtratageme. For 
woulde you thinke that in a booke of this 
nature deſcribing ſo perfe& a platforme of 


Church goyernement, the ciyill magiſtrate 
ſhould 
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ſhould bee quite forgotten ? Was there e- 
ver untill this daie anie publike confeſſion 
ſet foorth by any true churchin the world, 
ſince the propheſies were fulfilled (as Saint 


eAuguitine ſaith ) that Kings and Queenes Augu#?. 


ſhoulde bee the foſterers and nurſes of the 
church,where for any ſupremacy or govern- 
ment of perſons, and in cauſes ecclefiaſticall 
the civill magiſtrate 1s wholie left out 2 Can 
there be 1n a chriſtian common-weale ſuch 
an abſolute order of eccleſiaſticall govern- 
ment,as they brag of, ſet downe for the on- 
ly forme, whichis neceſlarie to be obſerved 
without anie mention of the civill magi- 
ſtrate ? Let this ſinke into your harts as it 
ſhall pleaſe God : what if they had obtained 
their purpoſe, for the allowance of this 
booke ? ButI will proceed with the hiſtorie 
farther. 

The next yeere another booke of Com- 
mon praier, &c. with the like authoritie and 
commendation that the other had, was caſt 
abroad : or you may call it theſame booke if 
you liſt, ſo you underſtand what violence 8& 
torments in ſo tender an age it hath ſuſtai- 
ned. The whole forme & order of it,was in a 
maner changed(they are ſo conſtant)and in 
other places and points of matter, thereare 
not ſo few as 600.alterations. The wiſe man 


ſpeaking of ſuch reſolution, ſaith, that Srxl- Eccles.27, 
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114 ut Luna mutatur. 

Inthelaſt page of this booke for maners 
ſake (asir ſeemeth) they haye remembred 
the civill magiſtrate : bur thatin ſo cold and 
ſparing a ſorr,as in my opinion, there is not 
a prieſt in Wisbich whowiilrefule (the cir- 
cumltances thereof being conſidered ) to 
ſ{ubſcribe unto it. 

But to goe forward: Within another yeere 
a third booke is begotten and brought 
foorth, differing in ſome, points from both 
the other : and they have beene very earneſt 
that this ſhould be allowed'of by publike 
authority, Howbeit if you thinke their mea- 
ning to be, as they ſeemto/pretend,you are 
wholy deceived, 

For a ſimple man would conceive there- 
by that their purpoſe 1s, we ſhould have a 
preſcribed and ſet formeof publike praier 
to be uſed from time totime in our ſeyerall 
congregations : ſo as poore men by, often 
hearing of them might the better know and 
underſtand them , and-peradyenture have 
them by hart, or at the leaſt -be ſo cunning 
in them, as that when the miniſter ſhall be- 

gin with any prater, underſtanding before 
the drift thereof , their harts might fullie 
concurre with him in every particular ſen- 
rence, and with a better-reſolution 1n the 


end ſay, Amen, | 
But 
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But iv. deede they have no {uch intent : 
for you-mult imagine, though (as the ſer- 
pent before mentioned)they haye many im- 
plications and turnings,. yct they have al- 
waics means and waies to ſhift for them- 
ſelves. If they (bould in deed preſcribeunto 
us a ſet form of praier , it might be (aid. that 
though the words were: good, yet the uſc 
werenaught: and therefore yau ſhall-find it 
a general rule in their Rubrickes; that the 
miniſter-ſhall exher -pray as there it is ſet 
downe;::or elſe as the ſpirite of God-{hall 
mooye his/hart, to that effe&, framing him- 
{celte according to the time and occaſion;;-: 
So as Yau {ce yourſelves inthis point:left 
to the-minulters diſcretion, It heconceiving 
a praicr upon the ſudden, (hal after ſay iewas 
to the ſame purpoſe thatgs preſcribed inthe 
bodke;youmay notcontrollhim. «| 
Andhow by ſuch kinde of praiers you are 
like:to be edited, and-in what danger you 
are thereby Jeft, he is of ſimple judgement 
that cannot diſcerne it. A:great man and 
Ringleader in thisfaftion ( at the leaſt/heer- 
tofore. ſoaccounted ) though otherwiſe of a 


> | 
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giddy difpoſition and yerieuncertaine: yet _ 
heerofupon his good experience hewriteth 
upon occaſion;atterthis ſort, | 
Naw what worſhip or praters do you uſe ? I am 
"foamed ta name the boldnes and follie of ſame,who 
Lit F ſearch 
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ſearce able to utter three woras orderly, will yet 
rake upon them tobable ont a tedious, long and ſtnt- 
rering praier, wherein every tenth worde ſhall be 
the repeating of, O heavenly father, O merciful 
father, O dere father, O good Lord, O merciful 
God,&c. and all things ſo fooliſhly packed togither, | | 
that their praieng ſeemeth _ to betheprat= | 
ling of an infant that wonld tell ſome great tale but || | 
can not hit of it, Thus far the reformer:and yet | | 
he'ſaichnot all, > 
For ſometimes they will ſo wandereither | ; 

by error or 'malice, in framing their praiers 
anſwerable to their affe&ions (which are of- } ( 
tentimes m—_—_—y bent againſt any thing 
ormatter wherewith they are diſpleaſed ) ; 
b 


that no true chriſtian,if he had time to con- 
ſider of their meaning , ought in charitie 
when they have done,to ſay, Amen. 
Theſe inconveniences have been long | n 
AHince foreſcen,and forthe avoiding of them, | 1: 
the church hath ever tied hir miniſters in | t] 
theirordinarie and publike ſeryice, untoa | 11 
preſcript and certaine forme of praier, fe 
About 1200. yeeresago it was decreed in | 
, the counceltof CMilevitanum : placuit, wt pre- | (þ 
cer,ec. Que probate fucrint in Concilio, ab om- | cl 
nibus celebrentur, nec alie omnino dicantur in ec- 
cleſia niſi que a Prudentioribus traftate in Synods 
fuerint : It pleaſed the counce!}, that thoſe 
praters ſhould be generally uſed of all _ 
WIC 
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which are approoved in a councell: and that 
no other ſhould at all be ſaidin the church, 
but ſuch as have beene ſufficiently conſide- 
red of by wiſe men,or allowed of in a ſynod, 
And the reaſon which the councell addeth, 
is moſt effe&ual: Ve forte aliquid contra fidem, 
vel per ignorantiam,velper mmus ſiudiun ſit com- 
poſitum: leaſt peradventure ſome thihg be ut- 


or want of due conſideration, which may be 
ier | againſt the rules of faith, 
ers | And therforedcerly belooved, ſeeing theſe 


of- } ſpirits would draw you from the church,and 


ng | from thoſe praiers which you knowe to be 
;) | godlie, and carie you , yea teach you, they 
5n- | knowe not whether nor what themlſelyes , I 
tie | beſeechyou belceye them not. 

Thirdlie they crie out, that the governe- 
ng | mentof the church now eſtabliſhed in Eng- 
'm, | land, is both antichriſtian and diveliſh : and 
In | that(asIcan colle&out of their writings) in 
oa | two reſpeRs: Firſt, bicauſe where we had be- 
fore a ſpirituall Pope, nowe the civill mag1- 
ſtrate is made a temporall Pope: which they 
ſhew to be far more diſcommodious to the 
church , then if they had kept their ſpirituall 
Pope ſtill: ſecondly, bicauſe biſhops 1n their 
ſeverall dioceſes have a ſuperioritie and au- 


thoritie over the reſt of the clergic. . 
AMirtin upon this grounde tooke upon 
F. 2 him 


rered or framed , either through ignorance 
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him vyerie boldely to reaſon againſt the-Bi- 
ſhops in this ſort. No pettic Popes ought to 
be maintained or tollerated in any chriſtian 
common weale : but our Archbiſhops and 
Lord-Biſhops,&c.therefore,&c, Thus ar- 
tin hath reaſoned againitone part of this an- 
tichriftian governement. But why ſtated he 
there? Indecde it was time for him to. ſtaie. 
He ſaith he1s acourtier : howbeit I am per- 
ſwaded there is none there of ſo undurifulla 
hart'to his {overaigne : For though he cun- 
ningly would ſeeme to ſhew his malice onely 
againtt biſhops : yet hath he left to be 1m- 
pliedtheveric ſame reaſons againſt the ct- 
vill magiſtrate. 

Sothat upon his principles a man may 
frame this rebellious argument; No pettie 
- Popes to be tollerated in a Chriſtian com- 
mon-wealth '; But hir Majeſtic 1s a pettie 
Pope : Therefore hir Majeſtte 1s not to be 
tollerated in a Chriſtian common-wealth. 
And his 44nor may thus be prooved; Who- 
ſocyer doe take upon them , or uſurpe the 
ſame authoritie in cauſes eccleſiaſtical with- 
in their dominions, which the Pope had, 
theyare pettie Popes: But hir Majzeſtie doth 
{o- : Therefore hir Majeſtie is a pettie Pope: 
and {o conſequently not to be tollerated in 
a Chriſtian common-wealth. Now ſurely if 
AMartin were well examined, he is liketo 

proove 
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proove a verie good ſubjet. But for me he 
muſt be as heliſt,ſecing neither in reſpe& of 
God nor his prince he wil be as he (huld be. 

Touching the Bb. as you have heard be- 
fore out of /erom, and as Maſter Calvin upon 
his report ſeemeth to conteſle: Biſhops have 
had this authoritie, which Aarti condem- 
neth eyer ſince the evangeliſt S. Marks time. 
Beſides, in the moſt flouriſhing time of the 
church , that ever happened ſincethe apo- 
{tles daies,cither in reſpeR of learning, or of 
zeale, Martins and al his companions opini- 
on hath heerin been condemned for an he- 
reſie, Laſtly,there is no man living, as I ſup- 
poſe, able to ſhewe, where there was anic 
church plated ever ſince the apoſtles times, 
but' there the Bb. had authoritie over the 
reſtof the miniſterie. The place of Ambroſe 
will no-way (erve-their turne. But I wil leave 
this matter, and come tothe ſecond part of 
this their diveliſhand antichriſtian governc- 
ment. | 

When it pleaſed almightie God to delt- 
ver this Realme of Englande from the bon- 
dage and thraldome of the B. of Rome, it 
was thought agreeable to the word of God, 
by the chicfeſt and beſt learned men of the 
religion in all Chriſtendome, that not onely 
the title of ſupreme govcrnor over all per- 
ſons, andin all cauſes, as well eccleſiaſtical 


E-Þ as 


c | 8 
* \ 


69! 
| 
| 


Inft.hb 4. | | 


cap 4. 


' 


= = _— - — 
_ _ 4X 
Ps —_ . 


V — yy ——_—_——_ 
_ and Ae 
_ . —_ 


_ ” "» _ IF 
I ——— — —_ 


J — —  —— — 


|| Saprerracy 


ASermonpreached 


as civill, did appertaine, and ought to be an- 
nexcd unto the crowne : but likewiſe all ho- 
nors,dignities,preeminences, juriſdictions, 
privileges,authorities, immunities, profits, 
and commodities, which by uſurpation at 
anytime did appertaine tothe Pope. 


In this ſupremacie, theſe principall points 
were contained ; thatthe king hath ordina- 


ric authoritie In cauſes eccleſaſticall : that 
he is the chiefeſt in the deciſion and deter- 
mination of church cauſes : that he hath or- 
dinaric authoritie for making all lawes, ce- 
remonies,and conſtitutions of the church : 
that without his authoritie, no ſuch lawes, 

ceremonies, or conſtitutions are or ought 
to be of force:and laſtly,that al appellations, 
which before were made to Rome, ſhould c- 
ver be made hceerafter to his Maj eſties chai. 
cerie to be ended and ane , as the 
maner now Is, by delegates. 

This preeminence and authoritie was 
greatly impugned by the Pope and his ad- 
herents:butnotwithſtanding it was ſo nota- 
bly d<fended by the ſundrie writings of rare 


and ſpeciall men n all gifts of pietie & lear- 


ning, asthat hitherto ( Gods name be þleſ- 
ſed for it )the truth therein hath notablie 
prevailed. Amongſt manic bookes which 
have been written'tothis purpoſe, you ſhall 


tinge theſe yery learnedly penned ; one De 
werd 
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vera d:ſFerentia Regia poteſtatts & excleſiaſtice : 
another written by Maſter Zekinſawe, De ſu- 
premo & abjoluto Regis imperio: athirde, De 
vera abedientia, written by a man at thattime 
in this point well affeRed. Likewiſe (as you 
may read in Maſter Foxe) Cutbert T un#tall Bi- 
ſhop of Durcſme, and lobn Srokeſlie Biſhop 
of London, write a (hort treatiſe in forme 
of a letter to cardinall Poole then reſiant in 
Rome, yvery effeually compiled tothe ſama 
efteA.Laſtly,you cannot butremember with 
what learning and authoritic this matter 
hath been defended by Biſhop /ewell againſt 
Harding, by Biſhop Horne againſt Fecknaws, 
by the Deane of Paules againſt Dorman, by 
door Ackwoorth (as itis ſuppoſed ) againſt 
Sawnders, and by divers others, as occaſions 
have been offered by the Papilts. 

I am per{waded there was never cauſe 
more throughly handled; and the ifſue;be- 
twixt them was ever this, whether the king 
within his dominions, or the B, of Rome, 
might by the word of god rightly challenge 
the foreſaid authoritie. 

Marie now a third fort of men are riſen 
up inthe world ; whodo affirme that theyal 


joined upon a wrong iſſue : and that the au- 


thoritie which both ſides labored for, dath 
indeed: appertain unto their presbyteries, 
and eccleſtaſticall ſenates, 

F 4 I 


y 20. 
{ 
j 


; [0 hodend, 


{ declara- 


A Sermon preached 


I would beloth deerely beloved, to abuſs 
you with untruthes': and therefore:I have 
thought good to make this matter more 
plaine unto you by a very maniteſt example, 
authoriſed in a declaration publiſhed by the 
king of Scots, 

Abour ſome'{txeorſeaven yeeres ago (as 
I do imagine ) certaine men of the new go- 
vertent, intending the ere&ion of theſe 
presbyteries i in Scotland, began their parts 
and proceeded as followerh. 

They did greatly iriveigh againſt the ſupe- 
rioritic of Biſhops, and likewiſe repined ar 
the kings authoritie in cauſes ecclefiaſticall : 
whetevpon 1n tis minoritie,a certainenum- 
ber of miniſters 'gathering to themſelves 
ceftaine gentlemen, and divers others, did 
ered by their owne- atithoritie their eccleſi- 
aſticall{enates: and uſurping all the whole 
ecclefiaſticall jurifdiction,did alter the lawes 
afitheſr owne pleaſures, without the know- 
ledge and approbation, either of the king 
orfatels 1. 

They likewiſe rooke upon them to dil- 
Charge theeſtare of Biliops, and to declare 
thefame'to be unlawfull : dire&ing their 
cominitfioners tothe king, and comman- 
difig him and the counſel], under paine of 
excommunication/ never afrerwards to ap- 
point any more : DNS, bicauſe' they had 

conclu- 
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concluded that eſtare to be unlawfall. 

They preſcribed lawes to the king and 
ſtate,& appointed general faftings through- 
out the Kealme when they thought oood : 
eſpectally when ſom faQionersin the coun+ 
trie were to moove any great caterpriſe. 

Beſides, divers of the miniſters having 
preached very fa&tious and ſeditious doc- 
trine,and being in that reſpect called before 
the king roanſwer the complaints made a- 
gainſt them, they urterly diſclatmed the 
kings authoritie, as an incompetent judge, 


| alleaging for themſelves, that for ſuch mat- 


ters as were ſpoken in the pulpit,they ought 
to be exempt from the judgement and cor- 
retion of princes, denieng his authoritie 
flatly in cauſes eccleſiaſticall. 

The king giving comandement upon the 
ſaterday, to certain noble menFfor the teaſt- 
ing of the emba(ſador of France in;Edenbos 
rough the next monday after :a number of 
the presbyterie underſtanding thercof : a(- 
ſembled themſelves rogither on ſunday: in 
the morning, & preſumptuoutlie cauſed the 
miniſters to- proclaime a faſte to be held the 
ſame monday,and could by no-means be in- 
treated to alter their determination therin. 
So as whileſt the lords & the chiefe of the ci- 
tie,according to the kings commandement, 


were about-theintertainment of the embaG 
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ſador,. the miniſters one after another all 
the daic long in rheir ſeyerall ſermons were 
bitterlie inveighing againſt them : and had 
It not been for the kings great importuni- 
tic,they had been all excommunicated. 

But yet another pranke which they plaied 
paſſed all theſe. The king with the advice of 
his Eſtates in Parleamenr, having reſolyed 
upon a certaine fat committed by ſome of 
his ſubjcRs,thatirwas treaſon: theſe men in 
their aſſemblie (eſteeming their judgement 
to bee the ſoveraigne judgement of the 
Realme) did not onely approove the ſame 
fac as lawful,contrary tothe ſaid aR of Par- 
leament, but ordained al them to be excom- 
municated, who woulde not ſubſcribeto 
their determination therein, 

When the king ſaw what courſe theſe men 
held, and how notwichſtanding the equali- 
tic they pretended, they ſought altogither 
their owne advancement : how they erected 
that in themſelves, which they had dejeaed 
in the Biſhops : how they tooke more upon 
them then ever the Biſhops had done : how 
they did imitate prepoſterouſlie the papall 
juriſdi&io: how under the pretence of their 


presbyteries, they trod upon his ſcepter, 
and laborcd to eſtabliſh an ecclefiaſticall ty- 
Tranny ofan infinite juriſdifion, ſuch as nei- 
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and perceiving withall , that the new ereQed 
governement was the mother of all faction, 
confuſion, ſedition , and rebellion : that ir 
was an introduction to Anabaptiſme and 
popularitie: that ic tended tothe overthrow 
of his ſtate and Realme,and to the decaie of 
his crown:and that he muſt either diſcharge 
himſelfe of the crowne, or the miniſterie of 
that forme of government, by the conſent & 
a& of Pxrliament, x 584. he overthrew their 
presbyrcries,and reſtored the Biſhops again 
to their places, Allthis you may findemore 
at large bt down by the king himſelte in his 
ſaid declaration, | 

It may heer be ſaid(for they dare ſay what 
they liſt ) that nowe the king is of another 
minde: and that this declaration was made 
when he had conceived ſome diſpleaſure a- 
gainlt them. 

For the king, heis notaltred. 1m piſcator 
fapit. His crowne and their ſoveraignrie will 
not agree togither. And what cauſe he had 
to procced againſt them as he did, although 
it begrcat boldnes 1n ſuch a caſe, nottoreſt 
ſatisfied inthe worde of ſuch a king : yetfor 
your better underſtanding , what to thinke 
of this kinde of governement ( for never a 
barrel! will proove the better herring ) you 
ſhall heare the opinion of one'of our awne 
countrie-men, who was in Scotland 4 
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the ſame time, and obſerved verie diligentlie 
the woondertull pride and inſolencie there 
of. 

IT judge ſaith he ( writing of this Parlea- 
ment now aſſembled ) that if the Parleament 
ſhould eftabliſh ſuch names, ani thoſe the officers 
according to thoſe names which ſecke their owne 
diſcipline ,that then in ſteede of one Pope we ſhoulde 
have a 1000. and of ſome lord Biſhops in name 4 
I 000. Loralie tyrants in deed, which not:e do diſ- 
daine the names. This I have found by experience 
to be trne : I canteFtifie by triall of Scotland, which 
have travelledit over in their beft reformed pla- 
ces: as in Doude, Saint eAnarewes, Edenborough, 
& ſnnarie other tonnes: and have knowen the king 
in great danger,and feare of his ife by their lordhe 
diſcipline,&c. And againe: [hav ſeen all maner 
of wickednes to abounde much more in their bet 
places in Scotland, then in our woor ſer places heere 
in England. 

Furthermore 1t may pleaſe you brethren 
to heare the ſame mans judgement of ſach, 
as do laborſo bufily 1n this matter:1n a trea- 
tiſe of his againſt one Barowe. 

Whereas you charge #4 ( ſaith he) i deniens 
Chriſt in hus offices,and conſequently not tobe come 
i the fleſh : it ſhall appeere by your preſbyterie or 
eldermes , that indeede you are and will be the al- 
dermen even to pull the mo5t ancient of all, C hrift 
| Teſus himsſelfe by the beard:yea and ſecke not onely 
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to ſhakg him by the lockes of his haire out of bus of= 


fices, but alſo at bis ancients under him, [ meane 


the lawfull magiffrates and minifters, which have 
lawfull authoritie from him, 

Wherefore not we but you rather ſeeke the gliſ- 
tering blaſe of great name : andif once you might 
get upthe names of Elders and' Preſbyters , what 
miſchiefe , crueltie , and pride would not ſtreame 


from that name , even as fire from a blaſmg ſtar to 


ſet on fire the whole worlde ? For every buſie foole, 
the more buſie he were in diſcrediting others, and 


ſeching maiterſhip among the people, the better el- 


der he ſhould be judged. Yea and this new nams of 
an elaer oven him, were even as a ſacrament of 
grace, and woulde ſeale np all his knaverie : that 
whatſoever filthines dropped from him , yet the 
shirte of his aucients gowne ſhould cover it, | 

This mans opinton heerin I know will be 
greatly contemned, bicauſe1rhinke he hath 
bin of anothergudgement. But yet they may 
give him: leave to {peake , as his: experience 
(which 1s no foolith maſter ) hath raught 
him. For commonly it comes topaſle, when 
raſh men run-hedlong into any new deviſes, 


that Poteriores cogitationes ſolent eſſe ſapientio« Cicere. " | 
res : their afterwits are beſt. Howbeit ler him 
finde what favour at their hands he ſhall. I 
muſtindeed confefle, thatit this matter had 
onely depended upon his report , or opini- 
on,Il would not atthis time have made men- 
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tion ofhim. Butit is far otherwiſe. For in- 
deede if their proccedings be better conſi- 
dcred,that which he hath ſaide,cither of his 


of his experience in Scotlande concerning 
their practiſes, and rhat' even againſt the 
king 1t1s in amaner nothing. 

I beſeech you brethren,eſpecially you that 
have beene brought upin learning, and are 
able to looke into this cauſe,do but conſider 
how the cheefe magiſtrates have beene uſed 
and deait withall, whereſoever this abſolute 
government which they ſpeak of, hath been 
creed. Reade the writings of the chiefeſt 
pillers of theſe platformes, as the booke De 
jure magiftratuum in ſubditos : the booke 1nti- 
ruled YVinadicie contra tyrannos:another De jure 
regni apud Scoros : The dialogs of Exſcbir 
Philadelphus, with ſundry other of that ſorr : 
and you ſhal find in them theſe moſt ſtrange 
and rebellious propoſitions ſtifiie maintai- 
ned,dilated and amplified. 


| toh, Iunj- The people of themſelves may ſet up Gods ſer- 


p<g.36., vice and abrogate ſuper#tition : It zs lawfull for the 


hinder the building of the Church : That is ( as 
it appeereth by the whole drift almoſt of 
that booke ) their presbyteries : The people 
empa4g-3- that do not refit the Prince affetting the ſeat of 
Goa (that 1sclaiming ſupremacie in cauſes 
ecclc- 


judgement touching their presbyteries, or - 
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eccleſiaſticall)do as it were offer ſacrifice to idols, 
IF Princes do hinder them that ſecke for this diſci- 
pline, they are tyrants both to the church and mi- 
nifters ſich one of them : ) Andbeing tyrants 
they may be depoſed by their ſubjetts, as they 
do generally all of them hold. 

| Idareavoweit unto you brethren, and TI 
thinke no man will make exception againſt 
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it: that if all were laide before you that the 


Popes have done againſt Princes : it 1s not 
more then theſe men defend may be put in 
execution when they thinke good by them- 
{clycs and the people. 

I might make this thing verie plaine unto 
you by divers particular examples, which 
they. greatly allow and propound to them- 
ſelves for their imitation : were it not that 
the very naming of them would grow offen- 
ſive unto you all. Onelyin generalitie it may 
pleaſe you to underſtand what is written to 
this purpoſe ina booke printed at Geneva, 
& compiled by three or foure whoſe names 
I know not. eAlrhough(ſay they) The Popes for 


ſundry encrmities have depoſed princes by their un- 


lawfull authority, yet the reaſon that mooved thens 
ſo to dowas hone#t and juit , and meete to be re- 
ceived and executed by the bodie or ſtate of every 

gommon wealth, 
IF any do heer objeR, that I ſtand too 
long upon this matter, conſidering that 
thels 
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eſe things do touch mens dealings and 
writings 1n-other countries, and cannot in 
any ſort be applied to our reformers in Eng- 
land : my an{yer/is,that I wiſhfrom the bot- 
tome of my\hart- it were ſo,. but. I greatly 
feare,by that which already 1s done, that ex-+ 
cept there'be 1n time yerie good order ta- 
ken,itwill fall out-far otherwiſe, 

- For it ſeemeth to me, that whatſoever 
hath bin done heerin abroad, is labored for 


to be put incxecution heer with us at hom. 


Qur Biſhops you {ce how unchriſtianly they 
are handled,cven with morecontumely and 
diſdainfull reproch,then ever itis to be read 


that the heathen uſed again(t their prieſts, 


of what condition and behavior ſoever. 

Hir majeſtie (for whoſe happie eſtate and 
long lite he-that will not praic unto almigh- 
tie God, deſerveth neither ſtate nor life in 
this common wealth) in thatſhe taketh up- 
on hir torule as (he doth in matters concer- 
ning the churchy according to the lawtull 
anthoritie which 1s united unto hir crowne, 
is by theſe men- cunningly reſembled unto 
all the wicked kings and: others, of whom 
we read in the {criptures, that they-rook up- 
on them unlawfully to intrude themſelves 
into the prieſts ofhce : as unto Saxle for his 
oftering of ſacritice,'unto Ofias for his burn- 
ing of incenſe upon the altar of incenſe; un- 
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to Gedeon for his making of an ephode : and Iudg.8. |; 

unto Nadeb and eAbibs for their offering *<''-19, 
with ſtrange fre. . 
And they afhrme,thatno oivill magiſtrate +, - | 
hath preeminence by ordinary authority,ei- | 
ther to determine of church cauſes, or to | 
make eccleſiaſticall orders: and ceremonies. 
That nocivill magiſtrate hath ſuch authori- ,, admenit 
tie, as that without his conſent it ſhould not 
be —_— tor A perſons " _ 
and publiſh church orders. That, They whic uf 
are T Elters of the church , have oh to do Ire ; 
with the government of the charch. And where- | 
as Maſter Harding ſaith , that the office of a 
king initſelfe is one everie where, not one- 
ly among the Chriſtian princes , but alſo as 
mong the heathen : and thereupon conclu- 
deth , that a Chriſtian prince hath no more 
ro do in deciding of Church matters , or 
in making ceremonies and orders for the 
Church, than hath a heathen : Maſter Carr- 
wright alloweth of his judgement, and doth 
expreſſely afirme, that he is of the ſame" 0- 
pinion, profeſſing kis miſlike of thoſe who 
teach anotherright of a Chriſtian, and of a 

prophane magiſtrate. | 

Soas indeede theyattribute in effe&tno 
more to hir Majeſtic, and all other civill ma- 
giſtrates in theſe cauſes, than the Papiſts do, 
which 1s Poteftatem fatts non juri, I knowe 
G how 
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ſation, pretending that they give the prince 
more than PoteFftatem fafti : For our men do 
lh thinke they may ſay what they liſt, and ſalve 
7 Fnecenue de It againe at their owne pleaſure : marie Gel- 
' liſc,eccleſ lines Snecanus he dealeth more plainly, and 
| commending this diſtin&ion , ſaith in ex- 
preſle words,that Controverſia juris doth per- 
taine to the miniſterie : Licer fafti executio in 
politicts fit penes civilem magiftratum: although 
the execution of the factin civill cauſes do 
appertaineto the civill magiſtrate. 

Now ſeing, deerly beloved, how far theſe 
men are gonealready upon their own heads, 
who knoweth whether in ſhort time they 
w1ll not diſclaime hir Majeſties authoritie, 

| if they ſhall be called ro anſwer to their mi(- 
demeanors, eſpecially if they concerne mat- 
ters ofthe pulpit : or whether they purpoſe 
to diſcharge theeſtate of Bb. and toereR of 
themſelves their new found plat for govern- 
ment ? What they will do, I know not; but 
what they have written,you ſhall heare. 

If this reformation (ſaid on of them, when 
he was of that humor) be not ha#Fened forward 
by the magiftrate, the fries ought not any lon- 
ger to tarie for him,but do it themſelves. The au- 
thor of the ſecond Admonition ( againſt 
whom, asIthinke, there will no exception 

be taken(afhrmeth,thar he and his fellowes 

| Are 


how ſome of them ſhutfle to ayoid this accu« 
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Are forced in conſcience to ſpeaks for this newe or-. 
der,and(as he ſaith) rowſe it. And in another, 
place, that There is my a thouſand that deſire 
the ſame that he doth, and thatgreat troubles will 
come of it, if it be not provided for. 1 thinke he 
meaneth,if they obrain not their deſire, An» 


other is likewiſe very peremptorie and reſo- 


lute, that the Preſbyterie mutt prevaile: and if it Demon#i. 
come to paſſe(ſaith he to the Bb.) by that means diſciptinil 


which will makg your harts to akg , blame yaur 


ſelves. Martin in his firſt booke threateneth 


Fifts :andin his ſeconde, he wiſheth that our 
Parleament,which is now aſſembled, would 
put downe Lord Biſhops, and bring in the 
reformation which they looke for, whether 
hir Majeſtie wil! or no, Lettheplace be con= 
ſidered, whether I have attained to his mea- 
ning.Surely whileſt he talketh much of trea- 
ſon, I feare he wil be found a traitor himſelf. 

For how can he conceive that ſuch a thing 
ſhould be brought to paſſe(if hir majeſty do 
hir beſtto withlande 1t)without a rebellion 
attheleaſt, that Imaygono farther. Hath 
not hir highnes in making of lawes a nega- 
tive voice ? Is not Lex pnogpe ops? hath not 
cvery law Vimcogentem of the kings? 

I aſſure you (my brethren)theſe are deſpe- 
rate points to beſtoode in, And I do yerilie 
feare,. that except good order be taken, and 
thatin time, theſe'things will grow to ſome 
G 23 extre- 
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A Sermon preached 
extremities. For ſeeing theſe ſpirits of ours 
do follow ſo exactly, and withfuch hot pur- 
ſtite, the outizndiſh precepts, touching the 
forme of their new governementr, is it not to 
be provided for,leaſt they fall to the outlan- 
diſh meanes likewiſe ( mentioned before in 
their traiterous propoſitions) for the erec- 
ting and eſtabliſhing thereof ? 

I was enformed by a magiſtrate of right 
good worſhip, that a preacher of this fa&i- 
on, in the preſence of certaine Iuſtices of the 
peace,andin a verie great congregation did 
without controlment, convention, or bind- 
ing over either to ſeſſions or aſliſes, ſet on 
broch the doarine of the former propoliti- 
ons for violent reformation. 

He greatly complained of the manifolde 
imperfections, wherewithall (as he ſaid) the 
church of England was greevouſly oppreſ- 
ſed : and laboured verie carneſily to per- 
ſwade his auditorie, that in France it was 
lawfull for the people or inferiour magt- 
ſtrates,to compel their prince to a reforma- 
rion of any ſnch deformities : or elſe whe- 
ther he would or no todo it themſelves. As 
though he ſhould have ſaid : if by the word 
of God it be lawfull in France, it is likewiſe 
lawfull in England : the dutie of ſubjeRs 
to their kings in that reſpe& being one 1n 
both, k 

I 
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If theſe things deerely beloved, which I 
have reported unto you(in ſort as I have 1n- 
ſiſted upon the)be not true, letme be called 
to mine anſwer : but if they be true, then 1 
truſt, you will confeſle the. necefiitic of this 
exhortation (ſo far as concerneth your du- 
ties) which heer the Apoſtle maketh : Cha- 
riſſumi nolite omni { gran credere. Take heed of 
ſuch ſpirits lealt they ſeduce you, and be- 
leevethem not. 


Saint Pawle in his epiſtle to Tiras doth Cap.3. | 
Rraightlie in him commande us, that after An exkorta- |! 


tion tothe |} 
Magiſtrars, ; 


oneortwo admonitions, we ſhould ayoide 
the companie of an heretike, Vpon which 
place ſome learned men do obſerve,that the 
Apoſtles doctrine there appertaineth, but 
unto priyate men. For ſaie they , if he had 
written the ſame to civill magiſtrates, he 
would haye bidden them after one or two 
admonitions-, to have puniſhed with due 
ſeveriticall ſuch kinde ws Andeven 
ſo ſaieI touching thisplace. The apoſtle ex- 


Beza, 


horteth.you that be private men, that; you . 


beleeve, not everic ſpirit, but concerning 
you that be magiltrates, I am aſſured the 
apoſtolicall do&rine doth commande you, 
that by your authoritie. you. carctullie inde- 
vor to ſuppreſle ſuch ſpirits, Martin affirm- 
eth that the Biſhops are in fault, thatthere 
are ſo manie {chiſmes zhis daie amopgſt-us, 
G 3 and 
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and1 confeſſe; Fam my ſelfe in ſome part of 
hiz opinion. Bur yet no farther, then the 
ſamereprehenfion 15s to be extended gene- 
rally unto all other magiſtrars,”' 

Saint Bafilin his time fi nding the like Jars, 
and diſorder that we have now amonegſtus: 


|how' (asitis inthe booke of Tadges)'cveric 


'man did eyen-what he liſt himfelfe | he ſairh, 
he perceived this was the cauſe: for thar(asit 
15 therenoted ) in thoſe dates therewas no 
King in {{rael, thatis,God was notregarded, 


_- orasitmay eruly be ſaide, the magiſtrats did 


'not their duties. For there is no oreat diffe- 


' 'rence betwixthaving none at al, and having 
-of ſuch as do'negle& the charge which 1 is 


committed unto them. 

Nay ſurely mine opinion is, that if chete 
were not ſome, (whether Biſhops or men of 
as'great or greater authoritie) that doe in 


ſome ſort favor theſe ſpirits , they wonld ne- 
'ver hayegrowen eitherin number ſo manie, 


or in their dealings to have been (0 violent. 

That which Maſter Calvine writeth, may 
yerie fitlie be applied to this purpoſe : Ne- 
min verbum facere in mentem veniret , niſi quiſ- 
quilie hominum widerent, ſe proceribus officiuns 
preftare, ac paratan {ibj eſſe maledicentie mer- 
cede :  ſubiroque evane ſcerent mendacia , niſs 
ab eiſdem illis in quorum pratiam confitta font 


* 14am ah None woulde eyer haye ope- 


ned 
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ned their mouthes 1n thisſort , except the 
baſe and raſcall ſort of men had ſeene that 
thereby they ſhoulde gratite ſome men in 
authority,and were to be rewarded-for their 
evill ſpeaking and lies would ſoone have di- 
ed, it they were not nouriſhed by thoſe, for 
whoſe pleaſure they were publiſhed. 

Be it that hitherto you have been mooved 
to ſpare them with their great ſhew of zeale. 


For as Cicero ſaith : Ve quiſque eff wir optimus, 44 QF) 


ita difficillbme eſſe alios improbos ſuſpicatur : The 
beſt men, do lcaſt of all ſuſpe&others to be 
evill, Yet now that you ſee into how deſpe- 
rate and dangerous a courſe they are fallen, 
your farther bearing with them will not be 
well excuſed. They are almoſt come(as Terr, 


noteth)of ſuch like men, 4 /tiload macheram, rerut 


from wordes to blowes. Hir majeſtic is de» 
praved,hir authoritie 1$1nipugned, & great 
dangersare threatned, Civill government. is 
called into queſtion : princes prerogatives 
are curioulhe ſcanned : the intereſt of the 
peoplein kingdoms 1s greatly advanced :.& 
all goyernment generally,is pinched at, and 
contemned. The church 1s condemned, the 
ancient fathers are deſpiſed, your preachers 
__ defaced , andycttheſe men are tollera- 
red. 


Let it be held for good pollicie , /7 anſeri- Ciera 


bu cibaria lacentur, ( canes Alantnr in C, apitolis, 
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for feare of thegyes in the night :Bur yet (as 
Cicero ſaith ) if they will gaggle and make a 
noiſe in the daie time without any cauſe, 


Opinor its crura ſuffringantur-I thinke it very fit 


tkey berapton the thinnes. And even ſo it is 
with theſe ourprophers & their adherents, 
as It iollowethin the ſame place: eAMlii corum 
anſeres ſunt qui tamtummode clamant , noctre nox 
p*ſſwnt » Altt canes qu latrare ©n rordere poſſunt L 
cibariahu prebert videmss: Some of them are 
geeſe which onely gaggle,and cannot hurt: 
others are dogs, which both canbarke and 
bite : and yet we ſee them maintained. Sed 
vos maxime debetts imeos impeturs facere-: But 
you that are magiſtrates ought ratherto re- 
{ſtraine them. 

\ Zanchins in his epiſtle before hisan[were 
to Holderws the Arrian, being greatly moo- 
ved with thelike (chiſmatikes in Germanie, 
doth crie out in the birternes of his hart, O 
rempora, O mores : good Lord what times are 
theſe wherein welive, and howe aremenin 
their maners growen tobe monſtrous? I be- 
ſeech almightie God(ſaith he) (uſing the ve- 
rie words which eAlexander Biſhop'of-Con- 
ſtantinople upon the like occafion had once 
uſed ) that either/it would pleaſe his-maje- 
{tie to repreſſe Horaw inrendiariorum nefarios 


_ "eonatus : The wicked attempts of theſe firc- 


brads,orelſe to take me out ofthis life , that 


1 
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I may never behold the miſeries and calami- 
ties which of neceflitie thereby muſt fall up- 
on the church. He exhorteth the magiſtrats 
that they would more diligently looke unto 
their duties then betore time they had done. 
Cur enim unicuique quicquid lubet ſcribere, & in 
quemv1s pro ſua hbidine debacchari, eaque ratione 
eccleſias perdere permittitur ? For why is everie 
one ſuffered(ſaith he) to-write what he liſte, 
and to raile upon everie man at his plea- 
ſure, and ſo by that meanes to deltroie the 
church? 

Naie ſurely if you looke not to this geare 
in time, this judgement doth but begin ar 
the houſe of God, and it will proceede far- 
ther to the overthrowe of all government. 
God of his infinit mercy open your eiesthat 
you may ſee theſe dangers, and grant you 
both grace 'and courage, that you may in 
duetime prevent them. | 

And nowe unto you all deerely belooved, To the pet 
who having no authoritie torepreſſe theſe ?< 
ſpirits, mult carefully looke about you, that 
you benot deceived: I beſeech you with the 
apoſtle, Donor beleeve them. 

The doctrine of the church of England, 
1s pure and holie: the government thereof, 
both in reſpe& of hir majeſtie, and of our 
Biſhops 1s lawfull and godlie : the booke of 
common - praier containeth, nothing in it 
contraric 
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contrarie tothe word of God, 

All theſe points have been notably ap- 
prooved and maintained not onely againſt 
the Papiſts, but likewiſe againſt ſome other 
ſchiſmatikes,and you your ſelves with great 
Joy and comfort have in time paſt imbraced 
them accordingly. It any oem now, my 
brethren, be otherwiſe affe&ed, the fault is 
in your ſelves : for they remaine (as the na- 
ture of truth requireth ) to be as they were 
before : but you through your raſhnes in 
following of evcrie ſpirit, are growen to a 
woonderfull newfanglenes : and are indeed 
become meere changelings. Quemadmodum 
eadem terra ſtat refle valentibus, que vertigene 
correptis videtur moveri : As the ſame carth 
(ſaith Greg. Nazianzen Jappeercth immoove- 
able to thoſe that are in health,which to the 


giddie doth ſceme to turne about: ſo you, - 


my brethren , by following the perſwaſions 
of falſe prophets ( who, as [renews ſaith; De 
iiſaem non ſemper eaſdem ſententias babemt : Of 
the ſelte-ſame things have not alwaies the 


ſame opinions)ate drawen to an unjuſt mil- 


like of the church; Er amantes vel non amantes, 
hand eadem de eiſdems judicatss : And according 
to your love or hate, your judgements upon 
the ſelfe-ſame things do varie and alter, 

See, Ipraie you, whatdiſlike 1s able to 


worke;and therefore take heed of thoſe who 
l 
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Jealous over you amiſle, even for their owne 


'doftrinam non poſſunt confutare, ilorum vitam in 
 odiym addacere : It hath alwaies been the ma- 
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ſhall indevor, through lies and flanders, td 
make the truth and the preachers thereof 
odious and hatefull unto you. Forasthe A+ 
poſile writeth ; s Ammulantur vos non bent, ſell Gal.4. 
excludere vor volunt,ut illos emulemint:They are 


9 


purpoſe and commoditie : yea they would 
exclude you from the doctrine you have re- 
ceived at onr hands, and from the affe&ion 
and love, which you once bare unto us, that | 
ye might altogirher love them, and followe | 
their deviſes, 

And that is the end of theirrailing and 
libelling. Mos ſemper fuit hereticorum, quorum 


ner of heretikes,to bring their lives into ha- | 
rred, whoſe doarine they cannot confute. | 
Knowing that by theconrtempt of the one, 

doth eaſily enſue the diſlike of the other. 
How bett, they will pretend thar the zeale 
of Gods glorie doth moove them unto ſuch 
bitternes, againſt the preſent eftate of reli- 
gion, and againſt the chiefe maintainers of 
it, and that for conſcience ſake, and for the 
glory of Sion they are driven ro uſe ſuch | 
more than tragicall outcries. But PBernara Sern,ſufif 
will not ſuffer them to hide their malice pn- £4244 
der theſe masks, who writing againſt cer- 
taine (chiſmatikes in his time, ſaith, A = 
em 
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dem nude atque irreverenter, wtiinbuccam vene- 
Yit, virus evomunt aetrattionss: Some do plain- 
ly and irreverently, even as 1t comes into 
their {tomacke, ſpuc out the poiſon of their 
{landers. Mary others there be, who cover 
their malice more cunningly, nay more hy- 
pocritically, as though all they ſaid procec- 
dedof meerelove and Chriſtian charitie, of 
whom it followeth ; Yideas premitts alta ſuſ- 
piria : ficque quadam cum pravitate, vulta maſts, 
demiſſis ſupercilizs & voce plangenti egreas male- 
diftionem, C7 quidem tanto perſuaſibiliorem,quan- 
to creditur ab hits qui audiunt corde invito of ma- 
gts condolentis affeftu, quam malitioſe proferri: 
You ſhall ſee ſome, that after they havefet 
divers great ſighes and grones, will preſent- 
ly with great gravitic and drawing ont of 
their words, witha heavy countenance,with 
caſting downetheir heads, and with a pitti- 
full yoice, breath our malediction,the which 


-men do rather belceve, bicauſe it ſeemeth 


by ſuch their hypocriticall dealing, rather 
to proceed of a ſorrowfull compaſſion, than 
of malice and hatred. But deerly beloved, 
take heed of theſe ſpirits. Where you finde 
theſe conditions, beleeve nor,T pray you, a- 
ny ſuch proteſtations. _ 
Furthermore,you (hal have ſome that wall 


come unto you with along tale, proteſting 


that they cannot refraine their teares, with 
the 


.. of SO 
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the ancient menin Eſa, ro ſee the foundati- Ezra.z. 


on of our new temple notto be anſ{werable 
(as they ſay) tothe beautie of theold. And 
heerin they thinke they ſhould be verie ac- 
ceptable unto'you:whereas in truth the cry- 


ing of thoſe aged men, was a great diſcou-,,. 
ragement to the builders,-and one of the ;,;.. Ro» 


principalllets, why the worke went no bet- 
ter forward : and the- prophet eApgeu was 
ſent from God to reproove them tor it ; al- 
lowing, nay preferring in ſome reſpects, the 
new building, which then they had in hand, 
before the other, which ſome fo much af- 
feated. 

So as,deerly beloved,when you heare the 
like cries, in any wiſe beleeve them not : but 
rather ſhout aloud for joy(as there it islike- 


wiſe noted)1in that you have lived to ſee your - 


remples purged from the leaven of Poperie, 
and to floriſh, as they do, with the ſinceritic 
and truth of Chriſtian religion. 

They wil furthermore(rhe better to creep 
into your harts) pretend great humilitie, 
and bitterly exclaime againſt the pride of 
Bb. asthough they affe&ed nothing elſe by 
their deſired equalitie, but ſome great low- 
lines, and to proſtrate themſelyes at your 
feet for your ſeryice : whereasin deed they 


ſhoote at greater ſuperioritie and preemi- 


nence, then eyer your Biſhops did _ 
cha- 
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challengeunto them : and would no doubt 
tyranniſe by their cenſ{ures over both prince 
and people at their pleaſure, in moſt untol- 
lerable and popelike maner, As partly you 
may gather by the premiſſes, and partlie fur- 
thermore underſtand in that not onely they 
do uſe theverie ſamearguments for the ſo- 
yeratgne authoritie of their presbyteries (a- 
gainſt the prince ) in cauſes eccleliaſticall : 
that the Pope doth for his principalitie in 
the ſame(and none other ſo far as I can read, 
or I thinke can be ſhewed by any : ) but do 
likewiſe make to all our arguments for hir 
majeſties ſupremacie againſt them, the very 
ſame anſ{wers,(it not word for worde,yet al- 
waics in efte& )that Harding, Stapleton , Dor- 
ar, and Saunders have made to the ſame ar- 
- guments,uſed by Biſhop /ewell, Bit op, Horn, 
Maſter Nowell and others to the ſame pur- 
poſe, and againſt the Pope. I cannot ſtande 
to enter into any particular examples of 
this matter, oncly I thought it neceſlaric at 
this time to advertiſe you of it (take his ad- 
vantage thereof who liſt ) that you might 
the better beware of ſuch kind of ſpirits. 


You have heard them, I am ſure, greatly 


exclaime againſt our Bb, livings, as thongh 
they had too much, therby to perſwade you 
with what ſimple allowance they could con- 


tent themſelves: and yet (as you haye heard) 
they 
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they reckon all the livingsof the church too 
litle for themſelves: condemning you of the 
laitie, who either have or would have part 
with them, for cormorants, Diow/ians, and 
for ſuch wicked traitors againſt thechurch, 
as Indas was againſt Chriſt, 

The would gladly ſcemeto be very cod: 
ly, zealous, and religious: and yetnorwith- 
ſtanding, if you will relie upon Saint /ames 
his opinion,and judge of them by the uſage 
of their toongs, in their immodelt ſpeeches 
andlibelling,you ſhall finde their profeſſion 
thereof to be full of ſo greatvanitie, as that 
particularlie it may be verified almoſt of 
eycrie one of them : Hwnju vana eft religio. 

If they ſet foorth a booke of common 
praiers, then caution is made that nothing 
be done contrarieto any thingſet downe in 
the ſame. If they decree any thing in their 
ſynods (yea though it bein civill matters) 
againſt an aft of Parleament, that treaſon is 
not treaſon, yetif you withſtand them, you 
are foorthwith accurſed : or as touching 
church cauſes, except it ſhould ſo fall out, 
that they do erre in their determinations, 
and that in ſome great matter of faith, all 
men mult ftand unto their orders, decrees 


lawes and conſtitutions, 
Buton the other ſide, if the church in- 


deed, upon ſufficient grounds ſhall either 
publiſh 
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publih a booke, or commande any thing to 
be obſerved, though that which is comman- 
ded have beene determined of,not onely b 
provinciall or nationall ſynods, but by al the 
generalFcouncels in efteRt, which were helde 
before the tyrannie of poperie : yet(as Saint 
Bernard ſaith inthe like caſe) Herent ad ſimgu- 
[a que inunguntur, 'exigunt de quibuſq, rationem, 
male ſuſpicantur de omniprecepto, nec unquam li- 
benter acquieſcunt nfs cum audire contigerit quod 
forte libuerit : they ſticke atall things which 
are injoined, they require the reaſon of eve- 
ry thing,they ſuſpe& amiſle of every precept, 
and wil never willingly hold themſeves con- 
tented, but when they heare that, which per- 
adventure doth pleaſe them. 
They ſift, they ſearch, and condemne at 


their pleaſure. This is too much, that 1s too | 


little: this 1s too long, that is too{hort:this 
15s idolatrous, that is ſuperſtitious : this is 


wanting, that isſuperfluous: this1s not a- 


right, that is awrie * and as Saint Augwitine 
ſaith, Niſi quod ipſi faciunt , nihil reftum exifti- 
»ant : They thinke well of nothing, but of 
that they do themſelves. 

If they expound a place of Scripture, as 
they dothat,whereof I ſpake before, Dic ec- 
clefie:and thoſe likewiſe which they bring tor 
the proofe of theiraldermen : though they 
therein diſſent among themſelves, and yy 
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the interpretations of all the ancient fa- 
thers who ever lived; yet we muſt belceve 
them ( as Hoſes ipake of the church of 
Rome ) that what they ſaic, it is the yeric 
word of God. 

If they alledge unto us the authorities of 
fathers and councels, to proove the equali- 
tie of miniſters, the authoritie of their laie 
governors, & the continuance of. their pres- 
byteries ſince the Apoſtles times : though 
therein they pervert them all molt groſflely, 
(&]I feare of purpoſe to deceive you my bre- 
thren, even againſt their owne conſciences, 
and contrary to theexpreſſe meaning ot the 
ſaid fathers and councels, even in thoſe pla- 
ces which they bring andinfinte others : ) 
yet they will tace out the matter with verie 
ſtrange boldnes, & be more then offended 
that any thould examine or {cem to miſtruſt 
them, I could bring you divers examples 
heerof, but one of cch ſort ſhall ſuffice, 


97... 


To proove the equalicie which they ſaie ,... ,.; .- 

. . . * T.C.l6.1, 

ought to be inthe minilters of the worde pep. 99.105 
and ſacraments, they alledge Cyprian , eAm- 107, 


broſe,cc. afhrming that in thoſe times there 
was no difference betwixt a Biſhop and a 
prieſt, butthat they had all equall authori- 


tie within their own pariſhes, and that who- TC.44.2. | 
ſoever was a Biſhop,was a prieſt, and whoſo- p4g-599. 


ever was aprielt ( that is, a miniſter of the 


H word 


A Sermonpreached 


4 
T_ 
IO 
©. 1 
g F 


aSinthe whole courſe of their writings the 
contrarie 1s moſt manifeſt : neyer man be- 
ſides themſelves (ro my underſtanding) did 
ſo expound them : the eccleſiaſticall hiſto- 
ries report of thoſe times otherwiſe, 8 with- 
inlefle then an hundreth yceres after Cypri- 
an, andeither before or in Ambroſe daies, it 
was condemned as an herelie, for any to 
hold that opinion. 

Againe to proove the authoritie of their 
Aldermen, (which do neither preach nor 
adminiſter the ſacraments) with the uſe and 
practiſe thereof in everie church long after 
the apoſtles times, they alledge certain pla- 
ces out of [pnatine, T ertullian, Hierome, &Cc. 
where mention is made of prieſthood, of 
colledges, counſailes, and companies of 
prieſts, that joined with the Biſhops forthe 
better governement of the church,and exe- 
VI cution of certaine particular duties, 
||" Whercas beſides that Maſter Ca/vinhim- 
4 ſelfe writing of the ſtate of the church = 
ſently after the . Apoſtles daies confeſleth, 
that thoſe prieſts were miniſters of the word 
| | Lib.4.Inftit. and ſacraments : Habebant ſngule civitates 
ll. rap. 4ſef7.2, preſbyterorum collegiam, qui pattores erant & 
ttores : Everie citic had a college of prieſts 
| which were paſtors and doctors : the verie 
authors themſelyes almoſt in eyeric ou of 
their 


” 


word and ſacraments)was a Biſhop : where- | 
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| their works docall the ſaid prieſts Sacerds- 


tes, (which cannor agree to theſe lay aldcr- 


men) diſtinguiſhing them in dire& termes, 


a Laicss from Lay-men : and do aſcribe unto 
them ordinarily, authoritic for the admini- 
ſtration both of the word and ſacraments, 
as all writers, fathers, councels and hiſtories 
from that time till this, have ever(theſe men 
excepted) accounted of them, thatis, as of 
paſtors,docors,& miniſters of the Goſpell. 

But .of all other in my opinion the laſt 


example appertaining to this purpoſe is 


moſt notable. For the better underſtanding 
whereof, you muſt know thatthe church of 
God ever ſince the apoſtles times, hath di- 
tributed the eccleſfaſticall miniſterie prin- 
cipallic into theſe three parts, Biſhops, 
Prieſts, and Deacons:accotding as it is con- 
tained in the apology of the church of Eng- 
land : Credimus, varios in eccleſia eſſe ordines 
miniftrorums : alios eſſe Diaconos, alios Preſbyte- 
ros,Alios Epiſcopos, quibus inftitutio populi & reli- 
ionts cura (3 procuratio commilſa eff : We be- 
ceve that there be divers degrees of mi- 
niſters 1n the church : wherof ſome be Dea- 
cons, ſome Prieſts, ſome Biſhops : to whom 
is commited the ofhce to inſtru the peo- 
ple, and the charge and ſetting foorth of re- 
ligion, 
This diviſion our new reformers with one 
H 2 con» 
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conſent do allow, for the very platforme of 
their deſired government : But their expoſi- 
tion of the parts therof,is agreeable to that 
which 1s before obſerved of the : even cotra- 
ric to the profeſſion which hitherto we have 
made toall the world, and contrarie to the 
teltimonies of al antiquitie.By Biſhops,they 
ſay,was ment the miniſters ofthe word and 


| ſacraments, without any diſtin&tion of des» 


grec, or any incqualitic for government or 
authoritic : and by pricſts their laie elders 
oncly. 

And upon this preſumption and verie 
groſle falſification of all the ancient fathers, 
the chiefe ringleader in this crue is not a- 
fraid to uſe theſe words : If maſter DoRor 
hadevyer read the eccleſiaſticall hiſtories, he 
might have found cafilic the Elderſhip molt 
Aoriſhing in CorStantizzes time, and other 


_ times, when as the peace of chriſtians was 


greatelt. 
For replie wherunto maſter Door ?hit- 


gifr now Archbilhop of Canterburie,having 


delired him that was ſo cunning 1n the ec- 
cleſis{tical hiſtories,to bring foorth but one 
that afftirmeth this kinde of government to 
have been under Ceniantinizs : about three 


716.3 p2.67, yeeres after, he brought out Exſebim, who 


muſt do this fcate for him : in that he ſaith 


there were Piſhops, Elders, and Deacons at 
| the 
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the councell of Nice, | 

Bur you (hall heare this skilfull man in hi- 
ſtories, howe he applieth the authoritie of 
Euſebias, It is manifeſt (ſaith he) that the 
churches were governed under him ( mean- 
ing Conftartinus ) as before, by Biſhops, El- 
ders,and Deacons; by that which is cited of 
An infinite number of Elders, and Deacons, which 
came tothe councell of Nice, with the two hun- 
areth and fiftie Biſhops. 

Heer you ſce how gladly this fellow would 
have you to beleeve, that thistheir governe- 
ment ſo earneſtly now ſought for , did moſt 
of al floriſh about the time of thecouncel of 
Nice, that then there was nodifference be- 
ewixt a Biſhop and a miniſter of the worde, 
but were both of them, of cquall authoritie, 
and that then their laie Elders had their 
conliſtorie with the reſt of their compani- 
ons in every pariſh, 

Whereas all the world knoweth, that Ex- 


ſebius meaneth nothing els in that place, bur 


to ſignify the great appeecrance,from all pla- 
ces, of theclergie men, of all ſorts, inthat 
molt honorable ſynod. Andit is likewiſe ap- 
parant by the ſixt Canon of the ſaide Coun- 
cel|,that long before that time, Biſhops had 
veric Jarge juriſdi&tions : asthe Biſhop of A- 
lexandria 1s ſaide according to anolde cu- 
ſtome , to have authoritic or power over all 
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Egypt and Pentapolie. | 

Nay it 1s maniteſt by the hiſtorie of thoſe, 
and the former times, that as at the firſt for 
the repreſſing of ſchiſmes, biſhops had au- 
thoritie given them over the reſt of the cler- 
gle, ſo upon good experience and long 
proofe, that the Biſhops being manie in 
number, did growe themſelyes likewiſe at 
ſome jarres;itſeemed good unto that coun- 


_ cell, with the emperors conſent, for the bet- 


ter government of them 1nlike maner, to 
devide the whole body of Chriſtendome in- 
to fower Patriarckſhips : whereof the firſt 
was Rome, which had authoritic over 7ra/y 
and other churches of the weſt : The ſecond 
Alexandria : which had confirmed unto it 
the old juriſdiction before mentioned : The 
third Anticch: which was over Syria: and the 
fourth /er«ſalum, that rulcd the churches in 
lurie. 

Soas he that ſhould dreame of any ſuch 
presbyteries in Conftantines time , as our 
new men talke of: muſt either be very much 


diſtempered, verie ignorant or veric maliti- 


ous. This I amſure of, that men of ſuch a 
faculty,can never want authority to prooyc 
what they liſt, And therefore as I ſaid, ſol 
ſaic againe my brethren, that if they ſhall al- 
ledge any of the ſaid ancient fathers, coun- 
cels or hiſtories to prooye the cqualitie of 
miniſters, 
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miniſters, the governement of their Alder- 
men, and the continuance of their presby- 
teries ſince the Apoſtles times, they alwaics 
abuſe themſelves, falſifie their authors, & en- 
deyor to deceive their readers and hearers: [ 
beſeech you deerly beloved, beleeve the not. 

I might heere likewiſe put you in mind, 
how theſe prophets, who ſeeke to withdraw 
you from the church eſtabliſhed, arerent in 
ſunder, and divided amongſt themſelves. 
They have written bookes one againſt ano- 
ther, and do molt bitterly condemne the 
dooings and proccedings one of another, 
You (ſaith one ſort of them, in thatyoulſe- 
parate your ſelves from the publike aflem- 
blies in England , are growen to become 
plaine Donatiſts and heretikes : you ( ſaith 
the other ) in that you having laid the foun- 
dations whereupon we ſtande, and yet do 
joine your ſelves with them , are become 
meere hypocrites and apoſtataes : it had 
beene better for you never to have knowen 
the truth, than by ſuch your dealings ſoto 
have betraicd it. 

Do you ſee theſe things (deerly beloved ) 
and will you not echew them ? Will you 
give yourſelves over toan unbridled courſe, 
the ende whereof you know not? Shall men 
of ſuch inconſtancy lead you from the truth, 
and make you to imbrace thoſe thinges, 
which 
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which you know to have been condemned 
with one conſent by all the ancient fathers 
for hereſies ? If you will needes afte& them 
ſtill, bicauſe you have no (tay of your ſelyes; 
yet let me, I beſcech you, preyaile thus much 


with you, that untill, at the leaſt, they agree 


among(tthemſelves, you will becontentto 
give over any longerto tollow them. 

In ſo doing, doubt not, but you ſhall re- 
turne to your old love of the truth, imbrace 
with yourformer joies this your preſent re- 
formation ( which your neighbors adjol- 
ning would thinke themſelves moſt happy 
to attaine : ) and with all ſobrietic and con- 
tentment, willingly and obediently ſubmit 
your ſelves to obey theſe and the like exhor- 
tations, penned by the holy Ghoſ,and ten- 
ding to per{wade you to perſeverance in that 
godly docrine which you have received. Si- 
cut accepitits Teſum Chriftum Dominum, ita in 
eoincedite : AS you have received Chriſt Ie- 
ſus the Lord, ſowalke in him. And againe; 
We beſeech you brethren, by the comming 
of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, and by your aſlem- 
blingunto him, that you be not ſuddenlic 
mooyed from your mind, nor troubled by 
ſpirit, that 1s, by deluding ſpirits and vaine 
docarine, but ſtand faſt, and keepe the in- 
ſtrucions which you have beene taught. 
Whatſoeyer things are true, whatſoever 

things 
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things are honeſt, whatſoever things are 
juſt whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever 
things are woorthy love,/whatſoever things 
are of good report; if there be anic vertue, 
or if there be anie praiſe, thinke on theſe 
things, which you have both learned and | 
received, and heard, and ſeene in(your true | 
prophets,who have ſome of them Tealed the | 
truth with their bloode,tholc things, I ſaie, | 
forget not, but hold faſl,remember, and put 
them in practiſe ; Er Dew pacis erit vobiſcum, 
And the God of peace ſhall be with you. 
Beware(faith the Apoſtle)ofdogs, beware jy; . 
of evill workers, beware of conciſion,thatis, * 
of ſuch as cuta ſunderthe church of God. 
Itany man preach unto you any other Goſ- _., 
pell, than that whichyou have received, let = ** 
him be accurſed, Be not caried about with yc<.r;, | 
diyersand {trange doctrines; for it is a good | 
thing thatthe hart be eſtabliſhed with grace. | 
Non convaleſcit planta que ſepe transfertur : that 
ary never prooyeth, which oft is remoo- 
Ved, ; 
Suffer not your ſelves, as it were bowles, 
to be eaſily turned hither and thither, Lapis 
rats ſtabilis et : The ſquare ſRone lieth 
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foorth be any more as children, wavering & 

caried about like little boates with everic | 

winde of doctrine by the deceit of a 
I wit 
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with craftines, whereby (as men thatare wel 
practiſed)they lie in waitſto deceive: but fol. 
low the truth in love, andin all things grow 
up-as true and lively members of that bodie 
whereof Chriſtis the head. By whom in ſo 
doing you ſhall receive increaſe of all hea- 
venhe graces in this life,as of faith,ſobriety, 
obcdience, and conſtancie in the truth, and 
in the world to come obtain to your endles 
and everlaſting comfort, that glorious and 
1mmortall crowne, which is purchaſed for 
the godlic , by the bloode of the lambe that 
{itteth upon the throne of al glory.Of which 
crowne God of his infinite mercie grant us 
all ro be parrakers, through the merits and 
death of Ieſus Chriſtour Lorde : to whom 
with the holie Ghoſt, three perſons and one 
God, be all praiſe, honor, and glorie, both 
now and for eyermore, Amen. 


The time will come when they will yot ſuffer 
wholſome doftrine : but having their eares itching, 
ſhall after their owne luits get them an heape of 
teachers. 2.11m.4. | 

Whereas there ts among you envieng and ſtrife 
and deviſions, are ye not carnall,and walke f ren? 
for when one ſaith, [am Pauls , and an other I aw 
Apollos,are yee net carnall? 1,Cor. 3. 
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